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HERE are two claſſes of read- 
ers, to whom the writer of this 
preface would addreſs a few friendly 
hints, before they enter upon the 
peruſal of this excellent little manual. 
1. To thoſe, who have had the 
advantages of what is called a liberal 
education, he begs leave to preſent 
the following paſſage from the works 
of an enlightened philoſopher, whoſe: 
name is reverenced by the literary 
world, and particularly dear to every 
Engliſhman *: *. „ He that would ſe- 
« riouſly {et upon the ſearch of truth, 
6 , ought in the firſt place to prepare 


| * Mr. Locke. It is not here meant to recommend 
bs Mr. Locke is a Þ1SCOVERER, but only a ſincere SEEKER | 
4 of the truth. His opinions, touching fome of the fun- 
damental Doctrines of Chriſtianity, * been deemed 
erroneous and dangerous. But the ſentiments contained 
in the above quotation are fo juſt and liberal, that they 
can neither be offenſive nor injurious to any chriſtian 
reader. 


1 
A | 
— 56 his 


iv PRE TA CE. 
« his mind with a love of it. For he 
« that loves it not, will not take much 
pains to get it, nor be much con- 
« cerned when he miſſes it. There 1s 
no body in the common- wealth of 
| « learning, who does not profeſs him- 
| « ſelf a lover of truth; and there is 
1 not aà rational creature, that would 
* not take it amiſs to be thought 
© otherwiſe of. And yet, for all this, 
; “one may truly ſay, that there are 
| « yery few lovers of truth for truth's- 
= « ſake; even amongſt thoſe who Per- if 
« ſuade themſelves that they are ſo.” 
Again, As truth can receiveno' 
« evidence from our paſſions and in- | 
te tereſts, ſo it ſhould receive no tinc- 
« ture from them. And again, It 
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| „is the prerogative that belongs to | 
| te truth alone, to command aſſent by 8 


only it's own authority,” 

By theſe principles, let the follow- 
ing obſervations be examined. 

The DE:CcALOGUE 1s acknowledged 


by all chriſtians to contain the words 
of 
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of ETERNAL TRUTH; and the ſum 
and ſubſtance of it is declared by our 
Lord himſelf to conſiſt in © the Love: 
Or Gop,. and the LOVE OF OUR 
NE1GHBOUR: Hence it was, that 
when he was aſked by a certain per- 

ſon, what he ſhould do, that he: 
might inherit eternal life?” he made 
no other than this ſhort and plain re- 
ply, If thou wilt enter into life, keep 
the commandments, Matt, xix. 17. 

The Doctrine of Liſe, therefore, 

is clearly and fully revealed in the 
EN COMMANDMENTS; and thole,, 
who love truth for truth's ſake; 
need not be at a loſs to diſcover the 
way that leadeth unto life. They 
need not conſume their time and 
ſtrength in ſpeculative inveſtigations, 
or deep and unprofitable metaphy- 
ſical inquiries. 

Let them begin with reſiſting their 
ſelfiſh and worldly paſſions, Let all 
ſelfiſh and worldly prejudices and 
intereſts be ſet aſide. Iu other words, 
| let 
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let them begin with cloſe and ſerious 


{elf-examination' of their hearts and 


lives, their affections and their 


thoughts, as well as their words and' 
deeds, by the precepts of the deca- 


logue: If they are honeſt and inge- 


nuous in the ſearch, they will ſoon 


find, that in their affections and 


thoughts, if not in their words anal 
deeds,. they have greatly deviated 


from the way of life therein com- 


manded: They will ſoon find, that 


in themſelves they have no ſtrength 


to obey any one of the precepts in 
ſincerity and truth; but that they 
ſtand every moment in need of that 
holy and all-powerful INT LUEN CE, 
Which proceeds only from whe: 
SOURCE of GOODNESS and TRUTH. 
This, if they perſevere, will lead 
them to the exerciſe of AIT H, and of 
PRAYER. Their underſtandings wall 


then be opened. They will be ena- 
bled to ſee and admire the great 
truths contained in the Holy Scrip- 

tures, 


1 % 
1 - P "Y 
* * a 64 
an .. 2 . n * DE” 
-. * — E a * % 
* 32ͤͤĩ³ĩ²¹ꝛ . ?T— LSE cc 


+ 
* 


rr A ws <a 


Y 
* 


: ö 4 jo 
Z - ; 2 
P . 
__ - , IA — we * * e 8 Hs 8 ” 
5 7 2 n % Par <8 82 8 4 - f ell Soon IE og by 4 
4 ER LY 3 


„ "ng; . - 


e 


ef 


PREFACE. vii 


tures, which they were ignorant of 
before: They will be enabled, in 
lome degree, to comprehend what 
our Lord ſaid to his two diſciples, on 
the way to Emmaus, when “ begin- 
ning at Moſes and all the Prophets, 
he expounded to them in all the 


leriptures the things concerning Hiu- 


SELF; -- and allo, what his meaning 
was, when at his laſt appearance ta 


them, before his aſcenſion, © he re- 


minded them of the words which he 


| ſpake unto them, whilſt. he was yet 


with them, viz. that all things mult 


be fulfilled; which were written in the 
Law of Moſes, and in the Prophets, 
and in the Pſalms, concerning Him;” 


immediately after which it is added, 
Then opened he their underſtand- 


1ng, that they might underſtand the 
ſeriptures.“ 


They will then difcover, to their 
inexpreſſible aſtoniſhment and de- 
light, that the Br1BLE is not to be 
read or underſtood as any other book, 
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but as the Wox D of Gop; and that, 

from beginning to end, it relates 

wholly, in all it's hiſtorical as well as 

Rn parts, to the life, ſuffer- 

death, reſurrection, aſcenſion, 

— glorification of that HUMANITY, 

which the ETERNAL Gop - aſſumed, 
and made divine in the perſon of 

THE LoRD Jesus CHñRIS T, Gop 
OVER ALL,; BLESSED -FOR EVER 

| MORE!” and aſſumed for this great 5 
nn -purpoſe of infinite love, that he might 4 
= bring back the fallen nature of man % 
to that ſtate of life, in which it Was | 
originally created; which life-is- no 

1 other than the Love: of the'Loxp, 
78 and the Lovz of our Nz16nB0v, 
| according to the doctrine of the D- 
cALOGUuE. 8 
They will, moreover be convinced, 
| that all the vanious forms- of- human 
[ government, in every age of the 
1 world, all the inſtitutes of civil and 
| municipal law, of every kind, in 
every nation upon the earth, when 
examined 
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examined and traced to their firſt 
principles, are founded upon this 
doctrine of life contained in the ten 
commandments; and that they are 
more or leſs pure, and uſeful to hu- 
man ſociety, according as they are 
more or leſs conformable to this 
ſtandard of eternal truth. 

They will farther diſcover the vaſt 
extent and enlargement of cheſe com- 
mandments; that they come forth in 
their higheſt purity and ſplendor from 
Heaven itſelf, the throne of the 
Higheſt, deſcending through differ- 


ent orders and ſtates of being, to 


man in his loweſt ſtate of natural 
truth and goodneſs; that from thence, 
that is, from natural, they aſcend to 


ſhiritual, and from thence to celeſtial, 


as man, by his obedience to them, 
under the divine influence, becomes 
qualified for the opening and unfald- 
ing of his natural, ſpiritual, and ce- 
tefital powers; Theſe powers are ca- 
pacities of reception, with which 


b every 


) 
| 


— — — — 


"= | PREFACE. 


every man is born into the world: 
They are the giſt of the Lord, by 
which he alone enables man to open 
and enter into life, from lower into 
higher ſtates, according as he exerts 
himſelf in keeping, the command- 
ments, that is, in reſiſting evils as {ins 


againſt the Lord, and believing at 


the ſame time, that the Lord alone 


has given, at, does continue, the 
power of ſuch reſiſtance. 

The natural man, before his ſpi- 
ritual faculties are opened, can have 


no conception of the wonderful diſ- 


coveries of divine truth, which ſuch 


a liſe, according to the command- 


ments, gradually diſplays to the ſin- 
cere, — and obedient mind. 
Let any man ſet himſelf earneſtly to 


work, according to this infallible rule 
of. lite and he will very ſoon be con- 


e of the truth of our Lord's de- 
claration, If any man wyll do his 


will, he ſhall know of the doctrine, 


5 whether it be of God.” 


But, 
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But, alas! the misfortune is, that 
the generality of learned men and 
philoſophers would take it extremely 
amiſs, to be adviſed to begin their 
religious reſearches over again, by 
keeping the commandments, eſpe- 
cially if their outward lives and con- 


verſation ſhould be ſtrictly moral, and 


they could not be charged with any 


open breach of the laws of God. 
And as they have little or no idea of 
the internal and ſpiritual ſenſe of the 
decalogue, to which their life is in 
too many inſtances oppoſed, ſo they 
have generally confirmed themſelves 
in an opinion, that no higher powers, 
than thoſe which are merely natural, 
can be opened during the preſent life 
of man in this world. 

Now, if this be the caſe, no higher 
life than the natural life can here be 
opened, All that is ſaid, therefore, 
in ſcripture, of REGENERATION, the 
INWARD MAN, SPIRITUAL DIS- 
CERNMENT of the THINGS or Gop, 

b 2 to 
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to which the NATURAL MAN cannot 
attain; and indeed, the whole ac- 
count that is there given of the chriſ- 
tian s progreſs in divine knowledge 
and practice, muſt be totally rejected, 
or received merely in an outward 
and literal ſenſe, without the leaſt 
reſpe& to an inward and ſpiritual 
_— | 

Many allo are the paſſions, preju- 
dices, and intereſts, by which the 
greater part of learned men are in- 
fluenced in their inquiries after truth. 
Till cheſe are in ſome degree ſubdued, 
they cannot * love truth for truth's 
ſake.” Some ſeem to place the whole 
delight of their life m an argument: 
They doubt, diſpute, cavil for ever: 
The ſimplicity of truth can never 
ſtrike ſuch minds with conviction: 
They do not ſuffer it © to command 


their aſſent by it's own authority 


alone:“ Their reſtleſs and diſputing 
tempers will never be ſatisfied with a 


conviction, that “a thing is ſo,” but 


they 
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they muſt know © how and why 1t 1s 
ſo.” ' Such perſons may think that 
they love truth ; but their own judg- 
ment, and fancied acutenels of rea- 
ſoning, is the Egyptian Idol they are 
continually worlhipping. Thus ſelf⸗ 
love keeps them from embracing the 
truth. Till this evil is reſiſted as fin 
againſt the Lord, and the Lord alone 
is regarded and applied to as the 
fountain of truth, by keeping his holy 
commands, and praying to him to 
open their underſtanding, that they 


may underſtand the ſcriptures,” they 
will continue to wander for ever in 


doubt and darkneſs, without light in 
their underſtandings, or the loye of 
God and man in their hearts. 

Others have been for. years, per- 
haps, attached to ſome favourite ſyſ- 
tems of dottrine, and have fo con- 
firmed themſelves therein, by talk- 
ing, writing, preaching, ad publiſh- 
ing their opinions founded there- 


upon, that they cannot © love truth. _ 
b 5 for 
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for truth's ſake ;” they fee it through 
the medium of prejudices, worldly 


paſſions, and worldly intereſts, which 


urge them continually to oppoſe it. 
Their literary reputation is at ſtake; 
they have, perhaps, compoſed vo- 
lumes on ſubjects of divinity, mora- 
lity, or natural philoſophy ;—they 
are ſpoken of as luminaries of the 


age; reſpected, courted, and applied 


to as oracles by the whole circle of 


their friends and acquaintance. It 
would be a ſevere ſacrifice indeed to 
ſuch men, to part at once with their 
worldly fame, and their long- received 
opinions, candidly to confeſs their 
ignorance, and publicly to renounce 
former errors. They ſhrink from 
ſuch convictions of truth, as they 
plainly ſee muſt lead to ſuch ſacri- 
fices. Arminians, Calviniſts, and So- 
cinians, who have written largely and 
learnedly on their reſpective forms of 
doarine, are alſo with-held by the 
lame motives of prejudice, felf-con- 
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ceit, and vain- glory, from © loving 
the truth for truth's fake.” 

And yet could theſe men be pre- 
vailed upon to lay aſide the pomp 
and parade of human learning, the 
pride of literary fame, and all undue 
attention to worldly reſpects; could 
they enter the ſchool of Chriſt with 
that child-like ſimplicity, which he 
recommends as indiſpenſibly neceſſary 
for all religious attainments; could 
they ſeriouſly determine to © keep 
the commandments, that is, to fly 
from the love of ſelf, and the love of 
the world, in all their variety of falſe 
and evil forms, to love the Lord with 
all their hearts, and their neighbour 


as themſelves, they would ſoon find 


a way open for their entrance into 
life: They would foon “ know of the 
doctrine, whether it be of God or 
not: They would ſoon be poſſeſſed 
of as much truth as their prelent 


ſtates and capacities could receive; 


and would find a path of © light 


ſhining,” 
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ſhining,” as they advanced, ©. more 
and more unto the perfect day.” 
Even the philoſophers of old ac- 
knowledged and taught this funda- 
mental maxim, (which they received 
from an higher ſource than moſt of 


them ſuſpected) that the purification 
of the mind from errors and vices was 
previouſly and indiſpenſibly neceſſary 
to the reception of truth and virtue, 
which could not take up their reſi- 
dence in an underſtanding clouded 
and confuſed by falſhood, and an 
heart polluted by ſenſual, ſelfiſh, and 
impure deſires. 

Let theſe few hints ſufhce to pre- 
pare the learned reader for the 1m- 


portant contents of the following 


Pages. 

2. To the unlearned, who are ſa- 
tisfied with having been inſtructed in 
their catechiſms at an early period of 
life, have now and then read a little 
in their bibles, and formed ſome ob- 


{cure notions of chriſtian doctrine 
from 


fo 
» * 
« vt RE _— , 
n 1 
"© _— 8 
e 
n 
N 
FP, . Oy | 
"IS 
Ry 
*. 


PREFACE xvi 


from the church in which they were 
educated, and the ſermons and lec- 
tures which they have been accuſ- 
tomed to attend, it need only be ob- 
ſerved, that they will find, in this 
mall volume, the great doctrines of 
repentance, faith, and good works, 
(which they have often heard from 
the pulpit) explained in a more ſerip- 
tural, clear, connected, rational way, 
than hath ever yet been done; and 
| this under the following heads, viz. 
I. That all religion hath relation 
* to le, and that the life of religion is 
do do good. II. That no one can do 
good, which ts really good, from hate 
ſelf. III. That fo far as min fhun- 
neth evils as fins, ſo far he doeth what 
Zs good, not from himſelf, but from 
the Lord. IV. That fo far as any 
one ſhuns evils as fins, ſo far he loves 
| rruths. V. That fo far as any one 
uns evils as fins, ſo far he hath 
| faith, and 1s ſpiritual. VI. That the 
decalogue teaches what evils are ins, 
VII. 
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VII. That murders, adulteries, thefts, 


falſe witneſs of every hind, with the 


concupiſcence (or inward thoughts 
and deſires) prompling thereto, are 
evits which ought to be ſunned as 
fans. VIII. That ſo far as any one 
ſhuns murders of every kind, as ' fins, 
ſo far he hath love towards his neigh- 
bour. IX. That ſo. far as any one 
ſhuns adulteries of every kind as fins, 
Jo far he loves chaſtity. X. That. ſo. 


far as any one ſhuns theſts of every 


kind, as fins, ſo far he loves fincerity. 
XI. That ſo far as any one ſhuns 
falſe witneſs of every kind, as ſins, ſo 
far he loves truth, XII. That it 
2s not poſſible for any one to ſhun 
evils as fins, ſo that he may hold-them 
enwardly in averſion, except. by com- 
bats againſt them. XIII. That man 
ought to ſhun evils. as fins, and to 
ſighit againſt them as. from himſelſ. 
XIV. That if any. one ſhuns evils 
from any other motive than becauſe 
they are fins, he doth not ſhun them, 

but 
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but only prevents their appearing in 
the eyes of the world. 
- Thele are the contents of the ſe- 
veral chapters, and they are here 
enumerated, that the reader might 
have a view of the connection of the 
whole, and ſee how clearly one part 
riſes out of another. And here alſo 
1t may be obſerved, that though the 
mode of expreſſion may appear in 
ſome meaſure new, yet it is not only 
clear and explicit to the unlearned 
reader, but may be attended, per- 
haps, with this peculiar advantage, 
that it will lead him to conſider re- 
alities more than words, which are 
only ſigns. For realities have been 
ſrequently neglected, nay, ſometimes 
wWholly loſt ſight of, by long uſe of 
* the ſame words. This might be ex- 
emplified in a variety of fad in- 
ſtances, from the preſent ſtate of the 
church. £ 
The internal ſenſe. of the ſeveral 
precepts is opened with that high 


degree 
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degree of illumination, which 1s ſo 
conſpicuous in every part of aur 


author's writings. Much could the 
writer of this preface ſay, from his 


own experience, in humble teſtimony 
to the truths which thoſe writings 
contain, But the time is not yet —it 
is but juſt day-break—the ſhades of 
night are only beginning to be dit. 
perſed and the tops of the moun- 
tains are ſcarcely viſible. 

Reader, attend! The day of the 
Lord is at hand! Receive with hu- 
mility, and holy joy, the meſſage he 
hath ſent to announce his approach. 
As yet, it hath been received but by 
a few. Nevertheleſs, the power of 
divine truth is with it, and it's pro- 
greſs will be marked in every ſtep, 
by a ſober, rational conviction, free 
from the diſorderly heats of enthu- 
ſiaſm, and the fallacious phantaſies of 
a wild imagination.— “ FEAR THE 
LORD, AND KEEP His COMMAND» 


THE 


THE 


DOCTRINE OF LIFE 


FOR THE 


NEW JERUSALEM. 


That all Religion hath Relation to 
Life, and that the Life of Religion 
2s to do Good, : 


15 VERY one, who hath any reli- 

gion, knows and acknowledges, 
that whoſoever lives well, will be ſaved) 
and whoſoever lives wickedly,will be con- 
demned; for he knows andacknowledges, 
that whoſoever liveth well, thinketh well, 
not only of God, but alſo of his neigh- 
bour; whereas it is otherwiſe with him 
who liveth wickedly. The life of, man 
is his love, and what a man loves, he 
not only doeth willingly, but alſo think- 


eth willingly. The reaſon therefore why 
A it 
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it is ſaid, that the life of religion is to 
do good, 1s, becauſe to do good is in 
aft one with thinking good, and if they 
are not one in att with man, they do 
not belong to his life. But theſe poſi- 
tions are to be proved in what follows. 


2, That religion hath relation to life, 
and that the life thereof is to do good, 
is manifeſt to every one who reads the 
Word, and is acknowledged by every one 


whilſt he is reading. It is written in the 
Word, « Whoſoeyer ſhall break the leaſt 
« of theſe commandments, and ſhall 
« teach men fo, ſhall be called leaſt in 
« the kingdom of heaven; but he who 


« doeth and teacheth, the ſame ſhall be 
« called greateſt in the kingdom of hea- 


« yen. I ſay unto you, except your 
« r:ghteouſneſs ſhall exceed that of the 
« Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall not enter 
« into the kingdom of heaven,” Matt. 
v. 19, 20. © Every tree, which bring- 
« eth not forth good fruit, is cut down, 

« and 
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* and caſt into the fire; wherefore by 
« their fruits ye ſhall know them,“ Matt. 
vii. 19, 20. © Not every one that ſaith 
« unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into 
« the kingdom of heaven, but he that 
« doeth the will of my Father who is in 
« heaven,” Matt. vii. 21. Many 
« ſhall ſay unto me in that day, Lord, 
« Lord, have we not propheſied in thy 


* 


« name, and in thy name done many 
« virtues? but then will I confeſs to 
« them, I never knew you, depart from 
« me ye that work iniquity, Matt. vii. 
22, 23. © Every one who heareth my 
« words, and doeth them, I will com- 
« pare unto a prudent man, who built 
« his houſe upon a rock; but every one 


c 


A 


who hearcth my words, and doeth them 
« not, ſhall be compared to a fooliſh man 
who built his houſe upon the ſand,” 
Matt. vii. 24. 26. © Jeſus ſaid, a ſower 
« went out to ſow his ſeed; and ſome 
« ſeeds fell on the hard way; ſome on 
« ſtony ground; ſome among thorns; 
4 2 « and 


c 
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« and ſome on good ground. That 
© which was ſown on good ground is he, 
« who heareth the Word, and attendeth 
« to it, who thereby beareth fruit, and 
« bringeth forth, ſome an hundred-fold, 
« ſome ſixty-fold, and ſome thirty-fold: 
When Jeſus ſaid theſe words, he cried 
« out, ſaying, He that hath ears to hear, 
« let him hear,” Matt. x11. 3 to 9. 24. 
« The Son of Man ſhall come in the glo- 
« ry of his Father, and then Vall he ren- 
« der to every one according to his deeds,” 
Matt. xvi. 27. The kingdom of God 
« ſhall be taken from you, and ſhall be 
« given to a nation bring ing forth the 
« fruits thereof,” Matt. xxi. 43. When 
« the Son of Man ſhall come in his glory, 
« then ſhall he fit on the throne of his 


« glory; and he ſhall ſay to the ſheep 
« on the right hand, come ye bleſſed, 
« and poſſeſs as an inheritance the king- 
« dom prepared for you from the foun- 
« dation of the world; for I was. an 
hungred and ye gave me meat, I was 
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c thirſly and ye gave me drink, I was a 
« ſtranger and ye gathered me, I was naked 
« and ye cloathed me, I was fick and ye vi ſit- 
« ed me, I was in priſon and ye came to me. 
« Then ſhall the righteous anſwer, When 
« ſaw we thee ſo? But the King ſhall 
« anſwer and ſay unto them, Verily I ſay 
« unto you, inaſmuch as ye have done it 
« to one of the leaſt of my brethren, ye 
« have done it unto me. And the King 
« ſhall ſpeak in like manner to the goats 
« on the left, and inaſmuch as they have 
« not done ſuch things, he ſhall fay, De- 
« part from me ye curſed into everlaſting 
« fire prepared for the devil and his an- 
« gels,” Matt. xxv. 31 to 46. © Bring 
« forth fruits worthy of repentance, for 

% now is the ax laid to the root of the T 
« trees; every tree therefore, that bring- 
« eth not forth good fruit, is cut down and 
« caſt into the fire, Luke ili. 8, 9. 
« Jeſus ſaid, Why call ye me Lord, Lord, * 
« and do not the things which I ſay? Every 

« one who cometh to me, and heareth my 
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words, and doeth them, is like unto a 
man who built a houſe, and laid the 
foundation on a rock; but he that 
heareth and doeth not, is like unto a man 
building a houſe on the ground with- 
out a foundation, Luke vi. 46 to 49. 
Jeſus ſaid, My mother and my bre- 
thren are theſe, who hear the word of 
God and do it, Luke vin. 21. Then 
ſhall ye begin to ſtand and knock at 
the door, ſaying, Lord open to us; but 
he ſhall ſay to them, I know you not 
whence ye are, depart from me all ye 


« workers of imiquity,” Luke xm. 25 to 
27. „This is the judgment, that light 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


(tt 


is come into the world, but men loved 
darkneſs rather than light, becauſe 
their deeds were evil; for he who doeth 
evil hateth the light, leſt his deeds 
ſhould be reproved; but he who doeth 
truth cometh to the light, that his 
deeds may be made manifeſt, inal. 


% much as they are wrought in God,” John 
iii. 19 to 21, © They who have done good 


« ſhall 
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« ſhall come forth to the reſurrection of 
« life,” John v. 29. We know that 
« God heareth not ſinners, but if any 
« one worſhips God, and does his will, 
« him he heareth,””* John ix. 31. If 
« ye know theſe things, bleſſed are ye if 
« ye do them,” John xiii. 17, © He that 
« hath my commandments, and doeth 
« them, he it is that loveth me, and I will 
« love him, and will manifeſt myſelf to 
« him; and I will come to him and make 
« my abode with him. He that loveth 
« me not, keepeth not my words,” John 
xiv. 15. 21 to 24. © Jeſus ſaid, I am 
« the vine, and my Father is the vine- 
« dreſſer; every branch in me that bear- 
« eth not fruit, he taketh away; but 
« every branch that beareth fruit, he will 
« prune it, that it may bear more fruit,“ 
John xv. 1, 2. © Herein is my Father 
« glorifed, that e bring forth much fruit, 
« and be made my diſciples,” John. xv. 
8. © Ye are my friends, rf ye do u] o- 
« ever I command you; I have choſen you, 
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« that ye may bear much fruit, and that your 
« fruit may remain,” John xv. 14. 16. 


«© The Lord ſaid to John, Write to the 


« angel of the church at Epheſus, J 
« know thy works: I have againſt thee, 
ce that thou haſt left former charity; 
« perform repentance, and do former 
« works: but otherwiſe, I will move thy 
candleſtick out of its place,” Rev. 
il. 1, 2. 4, 5- © To the angel of the 
« church of Smyrna write, J know thy 
« works,” Rev. ti. 8. © To the angel 
« of the church in Pergamus write, 7 
« know thy works, perform repentance,” 
Rev. ii. 13. 16. © To the angel of the 
« church in Thyatira write, I know thy 
« works and charity, and thy latter works 
« more than the firſt,” Rev. ii. 26. To 
« the angel of the church in Sardis write, 
e know thy works, that thou haſt a name 
« that thou liveſt, but thou art dead: 1 
« have not found thy works perfect before 
« God, perform repentance,” Rev. iii. 1, 
2, 3. © To the angel of the church 
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which is in Philadelphia write, I know 
« thy. works,” Rev; ii. % 8. Tome 
« angel of the church of the Loadi- 
« ceans write, I know thy works, perform 
ce repentance,” Rev. iii. 14, 15. 19.. ©I 
« heard a voice from heaven ſaying, 
« RBleſſed are the dead which die in the 
« Lord from henceforth; the ſpirit faith, 
« that they may reſt from their labours, 
« their works follow with them, Rev. xiv. 
13. A book was opened, which is of 
« life, and the dead were judged accord- 
« ing to thoſe things which were writ=- 
te ten in the book, all according to their 
« works,”* Rev. Xx. 12, 13. © Behold 
« I come quickly, and my reward is with 


A 


GPS > 1 ets 


« me, that I may give to every one accord- 
« ng to his works,” Rev. xxu. 12. In 
like manner it is written fn the Old Teſ- 
tament, „ Recompenſe them according 
« to therr work, and according to the deed 
« of their hands,” Jer. xxv. 14. © Jeho- 
« vah, whoſe eyes are open upon all the 
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« cording to his ways, and according to the 
« frut of his works,” Jer. xxxii. 19. 
« I will viſit according to his ways, and 
« recompenſe him according to his works,” 
Hoſea iv. 9g. © Jehovah hath dealt with 
ec us according to our ways, and according 
« t0 our works,” Zech. i. 6. And in ma- 
ny places, where it is required, that men 
ſhould do ſtatutes, commandments, and 
laws, as in the following, “ Ye ſhall 
« obſerve my ſtatutes and my judgments, 
* which if a man do, he ſhall live by them,” 
Levit. xviii. 5. Ye ſhall obſerve all 
« my ſtatutes and my judgments, to do 
leu. xXx. 37. -- Chap. xx. 
8. Chap. xxu. 31. © Bleflings, if they 


« do the commandments, and curſes, / 


* they do them not, Levit. xxvi. 4 to 46. 


Therefore the children of Ifrael were 


commanded to make to. themfelves a 


fringe on the wings of their garments, 
that they might remember all the pre- 
cepts of Jehovah to do them, Deut. XX11. 
12. Num. xv. 38; not to mention a 

tdhou- 
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thouſand other paſſages to the ſame 
purport. That works are what conſti- 
tute the man of the church, and that he 
is faved according thereto, the Lord alſo 
teaches in his parables, ſeveral of which 
imply, that they who do good are ac- 
cepted, and that they who do evil are 
rejeaed; as in the parable concerning 
the huſbandmen in the vineyard, Matt, 
xxili. 33 to 44; and concerning the fig 
tree which did not yield fruit, Luke xiii. 
6; and concerning the talents and pounds 
given to trade with, Matt. xxv. 14 to g1. 
Luke xix. 13 to 25; and concerning the 
Samaritan who bound up the wounds of 
him that fell among thieves, Luke x. 30 
to 37; and concerning the rich man and 
Lazarus, Luke xvi. 19 to 31; and con- 
cerning the ten virgins, Matt. xxv. 1 

to 12. | 
3- The true reaſon why every one, 
who hath any religion, knows and ac- 
knowledges that he who lives well will be 
4 6 ſaved, 
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faved, and he who lives ill will be con- 


demned, is grounded in the conjunction 


of heaven with man, who 1s acquainted 


by the Word that there is a God, that 
there 1s a heaven and a hell, and that 
there is a life after death; hence is de- 
rived that general perception, Where- 
fore in the dofrine of the Athanaſian 
Creed, which is univerſally received 
throughout all Chriſtendom, what is ſaid 
in the concluſion is univerſally received 
alſo, viz. © Jeſus Chriſt who ſuffered 
« for our ſalvation, aſcended into hea- 
« ven, and fitteth at the right hand of 
« the Father Almighty, whence he ſhall 
« come to judge the quick and the dead; 
„ and then the who have done good ſhall 
« enter into life eternal, and they who have 
« done evil, into everlaſting fire.” 


Lag 


4 


A 


4. There are many nevertheleſs in 
Chriſtian churches, who teach, that faith 
alone 1s ſaving, and not any good of life, 
or good work; they add allo, that evil 


of 
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of life, or evil work, doth not condemn 
thoſe who are juſtified by faith alone, 
becauſe they are in God and in grace. 
But it is extraordinary, that although 
they teach ſuch dottrines, ſtill they ac- 
knowledge (which 1s in conſequence of a 
general perception derived from heaven) 
that they are ſaved who live well, and they - 
are condemned who hve ill. That they 
acknowledge this, is evident from the 
EXHORTATION, Which is publicly read 
in all churches both in England, in Ger- 
many, in Sweden, and in Denmark, pre- 
vious to the celebration of the holy 
ſupper. That in thoſe kingdoms there 
are ſome who teach the dottrine of faith 
alone, is a well known fact. The Ex- 
HORTATION, which is publicly read in 
England previous to the celebration of 


the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper, is 
as follows: 


5. © The way and means to be received 
« as worthy partakers of that holy table, 
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is, firſt, to examine your lives and 
converſations by the rule of God's 
commandments, and wherein ſoever 
ye ſhall perceive yourſelves to have 
offended either by will, word, or deed, 
there to bewail your own finfulneſs, 
and to confeſs yourſelves to Almighty 
God, with full purpoſe of amendment 
of life; and if ye ſhall perceive your 
offences to be ſuch as are not only 
againſt God, but allo againſt your 
neighbours, then ye ſhall reconcile 
yourſelves unto them, being ready to 
make reſtitution and ſatisfaction ac- 
cording to the utmoſt of your power, for 
all injuries and wrongs done by you to 
any other, and being likewiſe ready to 
forgive others that have offended you, 


as ye would have forgiveneſs of your 
offences of God's hand, for otherwiſe 
the receiving of the holy communion 
doth nothing elſe but increaſe your 
damnation. Therefore if any of you 
be a blaſphemer of God, or hinderer 
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ce or ſlanderer of his word, or adulterer, 
« or be in malice or enyy, or in any 
«© other grievous crime, repent you of 
« your fins, or elſe come not to the holy 
table; leſt after the taking of that holy 
ſacrament, the devil enter into you, as 
he entered into Judas, and fill you with 
all iniquities, and bring you to de- 


ſtruction both of body and foul.” 


c 


A 


c 


A 


c 


Ln 


c 


A 
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7. It was given me to aſk ſome of 
the Engliſh clergy, who profeſſed and 
preached the dottrine of faith alone, 
(which was done in the ſpiritual world) 
whether, whilſt they were reading the 
above exhortation in the church, they 
believed what is there aſſerted, viz. that 


if any do evil, and do not repent, the 


devil will enter into them, as he entered 
into Judas, and deſtroy - both body and 
foul? They replied, that in the ſtate 
they were in, whilſt they were reading 
the exhortation, they knew and thought 


no other than that what they read was the 
truth 
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truth and eſſence of religion, but that 
when they began to conceive and com- 
pole their diſcourſes, or ſermons, they 
thought differently, becauſe they then 
thought about faith, as being the only 
means of ſalvation, and about the good 
of life, as being only acceſſary thereto in 
promoting the public good. But ſtill it 
was proved to conviction, that they alſo 
had a general perception, that whoſoever 
liveth well is ſaved, and that whoſoever 
liveth ill is condemned, and that they had 
this perception, when they were not under 
the influence of their own propriety, or 


ſelf hood. 


8. The true ground and reaſon why 
all religion hath relation to life 1s, be- 
cauſe every one after death is his own 
life, for it remaineth the ſame that it 
was in the world, and is in no reſpett 
changed, inaſmuch as an evil life cannot 
be converted into a good life, nor a good 
life into an evil, becauſe they are oppo- 

lites, 
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ſites, and converſion into an oppoſite is 
extinction: It is on account of this op- 
poſition that a good hfe 1s called life, 
and an evil life is called death. Hence 
it is that religion hath relation to life, 
and that the life thereof 1s to do good. 
That man 1s after death ſuch as his life 
had been in the world, may be ſeen in 
the Treatiſe concerning HEAVEN and 
HELL, n. 470 to 484. 


—_— — ) 


That no One can do Good, which ts 
really Good, from Himſelf. 


9. s I this day ſcarce any one knows, 
whether the good which he does 

be from himſelf, or from God, and the 
reaſon is, hecauſe the church hath ſepara- 
ted faith from charity, and good is of cha- 
rity; a man gives to the poor, relieves the 
needy, endows churches and hoſpitals, 
promotes the good of the church, of his 
country, and of his fellow-citizens, fre- 
quents 
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quents places of public worſhip, liſtens at- 


tentively to what is ſaid there, and is de- 


vout in his prayers, reads the Holy Word 
and books of piety, and thinks about ſal- 
vation, and yet knows not whether he does 
ſuch things from himſelf, or from God. 
It is poſſible he may do them from God, 
and it is poſſible he may do them from 
himſelf; if he doeth them from God, they 
are good; if from himſelf, they are not 
good. Yea, good things of a like nature 
may be done by man from himſelf, which 
yet are actually evil, as is the caſe with 
what is hypocritical, which is grounded 
in deceit and artifice. 


10. Good things done from God 
and from man's ſelf may be compared 
with gold: Gold, which is real gold from 
its inmoſt ground, and is called ſter- 
ling gold, is good gold: Gold mixed 
with filver is alſo gold, but its good- 
neſs is according to the mixture; it is 


ſtill leſs good when mixed with copper: 
But 
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But gold artificially made, and only re- 
lembling gold in colour, is not good, 
inaſmuch as the ſubſtance of gold is not 
in it. There 1s alſo what 1s gilded, as 
gilded filver, copper, iron, tin, lead, 
and alſo gilded wood, and gilded ſtone, 
which ſuperficially may appear as gold, 
but inaſmuch as they are not gold, they 
are eſteemed, either according to the 
workman's ſkill, or according to the 
value of the gilding, or according to the 
value of the gold which may be ſcraped 
oft; theſe differ in goodneſs from real 
gold, as a man's cloaths differ from the 
man himſelf. It is poſſible allo that rot- 
ten wood and droſs, yea and even dung, 
may be overlaid with gold; this is gold 
which may be compared with Phariſaical 
goodneſs. 


11. Man hath the ſkill to diſcern 
whether gold be ſubſtantially good, whe- 
ther it be mixed and counterfeit, and 
whether it be only a covering of gold, 

but 
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but he hath not the ſkill to diſcern whe- 
ther the good which he doeth be in itſelf 
good; this only he knows, that good 


from God is good, and that good from 


man 1s not good: Wherefore it being a 
matter of concern, in reſpect of ſalva- 
tion, to know whether the good, which 
he doeth, be from God, or not from God, 
it is expedient that it ſhould be revealed; 
but before it is revealed, it may be neceſ- 
fary to ſpeak concerning the various 
kinds of good. 


12, There is civil * good, moral 


*The term C1vi1L is here uſed to denute what ap- 
pertains to the ſtate, or the community to which 
man belongs here on earth; according to which 


ſenſe CIVIL good is that, which is connected with, 


and conducive to, the common good of the ſtate, 
or community, and is regulated by the laws there- 
of: - According to the ſame. ſenſe, a Civil man, 
ſee n. 13, is one, who conſults the real good of 
the ſtate or community to which he belongs, by 


ſubmitting in all things to the regulation of its 


laws. 
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good, and ſpiritual good. Civil good 


is that which a man doeth whilſt acting 


under the influence of civil law, and 
by this good, and according to it, he 1s 
a Citizen in the natural world: Moral 
good is that which a man doeth whilſt 
acting under the influence of a rational 
law, and by this good, and according 
to it, he is a man: Spiritual good is what 
a man doeth whilſt acting under the in- 
fluence of a ſpiritual law, and by this 
good, and according to it, he is a citizen 
in the ſpiritual word. Theſe three 
kinds of good follow in this order; 
ſpiritual good is the ſupreme, moral 


good is the middle, and civil good is the 
ultimate. 


13. Man, who is principled in ſpiri- 
tual good, is a moral man, and alſo a 
civil man; whereas man who is not prin- 
cipled in ſpiritual good, appears as if he 
was a moral and civil man, but ſtill he 
is not ſo in reality. The reaſon why 

man, 


e ee S 
e . 2 . n 
ee 5 

* 


P CO TON” 
3 WO e rf 5 
8 © Tag e 1 
R er Mo 


- i. x 
— TE HENCE 


22 THE DOCTRINE OF LIFE 


man, who 1s principled in ſpiritual good 
is a moral and civil man, is, becauſe 
ſpiritual good hath the eſſence of good 
in it, and by virtue- thereof hath moral 
and civil good in it: The eſſence of 


good cannot poſſibly originate in any 


other but in Him, who is good itſelf. 
Give to thought the freeſt and moſt un- 
limited range, ſtretch forth all its pow- 
ers, and inquire whence it is that good is 
good, and it will be ſeen that it is from 
its eſſe“, and that that is good which 
hath in it the eſſe of good, conſequently, 

that 


* Tt is not poſſible to expreſs, by any ſingle word 
in our language, the precife idea which the author 
here meant to convey by the word EssE. The 
reader, who is acquainted with the Latin tongue, 
will readily apprehend the full meaning of the 
term It may be expedient however, in order to 
aſſiſt the conception of the unlearned, to obſerve, 
that by the term Ess E is expreſſed the inmoſt 
ground or principle of a thing's exiſtence; and 
when applied here to good, it fignifies good in its 


inmoſt ground, or principle, which is God; and 


that 
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that that is good, which is from good 
Itſelf, that 1s, from God; conſequently 
that good not from God, but from man, 
is not good. | 


14. From what was ſaid in the Doc- 
TRINE concerning the SACRED SCR1P= 
TURE, N. 27, 28, 38, it may be ſeen that 
the ſupreme, the middle, and the ulti- 
mate, make one, like end, cauſe, and ef- 
feet, and that in conſequence of making 
one, the end itſelf 1s called the firſt end, 
the cauſe the middle end, and the effect 
the ultimate end; Hence it will be evi- 


dent, that in the caſe of man, who is prin- 


cipled in ſpiritual good, moral good with 
him is ſpiritual middle | good], and that 


that nothing therefore is really good, but what hath 
its ground or principle of goodneſs in God, Tim 
fame term EssE is applied below, n. 43 and 48, 
to the human will, to diſtinguiſh it from the under- 
ſtanding, the underſtanding being only an exiſtence, 
whoſe Es8#, or ground of being, is in the will. 


civil 
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civil good is ſpiritual ultimate [good!]. 


Hence then it is, as was obſerved, that 
man, who is principled in ſpiritual good, 
is a moral man, and a civil man; and 
that man, who is not principled in ſpiri- 


tual good, is neither a moral nor a civil 


man, but only appears to be ſo. He ap- 
pears to be ſo both to himſelf and alſo to 
others. 


15. The reaſon why a man, who 1s 
not ſpiritual, can ſtill think rationally, 
and conſequently diſcourſe rationally, like 
a ſpiritual man, is, becauſe the under- 
ſtanding of man 1s capable of being ele- 
vated into the light of heaven, which is 
truth, and of ſeeing by that light; but 
it is poſſible, in the mean-while, that the 
will of man may not be elevated into the 
heat of heaven, which is love, and act 
under the influence of ſuch love. Hence 
it is, that truth and love do not make 
one with man, unleſs he be ſpiritual; 


hence allo it is that man is capable of diſ- 


courling 
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25 
courſing, which maketh the diſtinction 
between man and beaſt. It is owing to 
the underſtanding being capable of ele- 
vation to heaven, whilſt the will remains 
unelevated, that man hath a capacity of 
being reformed, and of becoming ſpiri- 
tual, but he never is reformed and be- 
cometh ſpiritual, untill the will alſo is 
elevated. By virtue of this faculty of 
the underſtanding ſuperior to that of the 
will, man 1s capable of thinking ration- 
ally, and conſequently of difcourling ra- 
tionally, like a ſpiritual perſon, whatſoever 
be his nature and quality, even though 
he be principled in evil; nevertheleſs it 
aoth not hence follow that he is rational; 
and the reaſon is, becauſe the under- 
ſtanding doth not lead the will, but the 
will the underſtanding, whilſt the un- 
derſtanding only teacheth and pointeth 
out the way, as was obſerved in the 
DocTRINE CONCERNING THE SACRED 
SCRIPTURE, n. 115; and ſo long as the 
will is not one with the underſtanding in 
| B hea. 
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heaven, man is not ſpiritual, and conſe. 
quently not rational; for when he is left 
to his will, or to his love, then he re- 
Jets the rational concluſions of his un- 
derſtanding concerning God, concerning 
heaven, and concerning eternal life, and 
in their place aſſumes ſuch concluſions as 
are in agreement with the love-princi- 
ple of his will, and thoſe he calls ra- 
tional. But more of this will be ſhewn 
when we come to treat of ANGELic 
WrsDoM. 


16. In the following work, they who 
do good from themſelves ſhall be called 
natural men, inaſmuch as the moral and 
civil principle with them is natural as 
to its eſſence: But they who do good 
from the Lord, ſhall be called ſpiritual 
men, inaſmuch as the moral and civil 


principle with them, as to its eſſence, is 


ſpiritual. 


17. That no one can do any good, 


which 
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which is really good, from himſelf, the 


Lord teaches in John, «© A man cannot 


« take any thing, unleſs it be given him 
« from heaven,” iii. 27. And again, « He 
« who abideth in me, and JI in him, the 
ce ſame bringeth forth much fruit ; for with- 
« out me ye can do nothing,” xv. 5. He 
who abideth in me, and I in him, the 
ſame bringeth forth much fruit, ſignifies 
that all good is from the Lord; fruit is 
good; without me ye can do nothing, 
ſignifies, that no one can do good from 
himſelf. They who believe on the Lord, 
and do good from him, are called Sons 
of Light, John x11. 36. Luke xvi. 8; 
and Sons of the Marriage, Mark ii. 19; 
and Sons of the Reſurrection, Luke xx. 36; 
and Sons of God, Luke xx. 36. John i. 
12; and born of God, John 1. 13; and it 
is ſaid of ſuch, that they ſhall fee God, 
Matt. v. 8; and that the Lord ſhall make 
his abode with them, John xiv. 23; and 


that they have the faith of God, Mark xi. 
22; and that therr works are done from 
B 2 Ged, 
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God, John iii. 21. This is ſummed up 
in theſe words, “ As many as received 
« Feſus, to them gave he power to become the 
« ſons of God, even to them that believe on 
ce his name, who are born not of bloods, nor 
« of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of 
« man, but of God,” John i. 12, 13. to 
believe on the name of the Son of God, 
is to believe theWord,and to live accord- 
ing to it; the will of the fleſh is the 
propriety of man's will, which in itſelf 
is evil; and the will of man is the pro- 
priety of his underſtanding, which in 
itſelf is the falſe derived from evil: The 
born thereof are thoſe, who will and att, 
and think and ſpeak from propriety: the 
born of God are thoſe, who will and act, 
and think and ſpeak from the Lord. In 
mort, from the above paſſages it ap- 
pears, that what is from man is not 


good, but that what is from the Lord is 
good. 
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That ſo far as Man ſhunneth Evils 
as Sins, ſo far he doeth what ts 
good, not from hamſelf, but from 
the Lord. 


18. H O doth not, or may not 

know, that evils prevent the 
Lord's entrance into man? For evil 1s 
hell, and the Lord is heaven, and hell 
and heaven are oppoſites; ſo far there- 
fore as man is in the one, ſo far it is 
impoſſible for him to be in the other; 


for one acteth againſt and deſtroyeth the 
other. 


19. Man, during his abode in the 
world, is in the midſt between hell and 
heaven; beneath is hell, and above is 
heaven, and at the ſame time he is kept 
in the liberty of turning himſelf either to 
hell or to heaven; if he turneth himſelf 
to hell, he turneth himſelf away from 


3 heaven, 
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heaven, but if he turneth himſelf to 
heaven, he turneth himſelf away from 
hell. Or, what is the fame thing, 
man, during his abode in the world, 1s 
in the midſt between the Lord and the 
devil, and is kept in the freedom of turn- 
ing himſelf either to the one or the other; 
if he turneth himſelf to the devil, he 
turneth himſelf away from the Lord, but 
if he turneth himſelf to the Lord, he turn- 
eth himſelf away from the devil. Or, 
what is the ſame thing, man, during his 
abode in the world, is in the midſt be- 
tween. evil and good, and is kept in the 
liberty of turning himſelf either to the 
one or to the other; if he turneth himſelf 


to evil, he turneth himſelf away from 


good, but if he turneth himſelf to good, 
he turneth himſelf away from evil. 


20. It is aſſerted, that man is kept in 
the liberty of turning himſelf this way 
or that; every man hath his liberty, not 


from himſelf, but from the Lord, where- 
fore 


1 
L 
E44 
1 
" 5 
is : 
1 
% 
4 - 
. * 
* 
1 "A 
t 
7 
* 
A 
* 
«8 
8 
+ 
* 5 
7 ; 
E 
* 1 * 
1 a 
1 
4 F 
þ, * 
* 
PR 
4 
b * 
9 
F ; 
- x 
* 5 
9 
E ö 
1 
4 F 
»£& 4 
% * 
1 , 
i | 
'F F 
4 
f : 


2 

3 
q 
2 
| 


FOR THE NEW JERUSALEM, 31 


fore it is ſaid that he is kept in it. Con- 
cerning the equilibrium between heaven 
and hell, and that man is therein, and 
conſequently in freedom, ſee the Treatiſe 


on HEAVEN and HELL, n. 589 to 596, 


and n. 597 to 603. That every man is 
kept in freedom, and that freedom is 
never taken away from any one, vill be 
ſhewn in it's proper place. 


21. Hence it evidently appears, that 


ſo far as man ſhunneth evils, ſo far he 1s 
with the Lord, and in the Lord, and ſo 


far as he is in the Lord, ſo far he doeth 
good, not from himſelf, but from the 
Lord. Hence reſults this general law, 
THAT $0 FAR AS ANY ONE SHUNNETH 
EVILS, SO FAR HE DOETH SUCH THINGS 
AS ARE GOOD. 


22. But herein two things are re- 
quired; the firſt is, that a man ought to 
ſhun evils, becauſe they are fins, that vs, 
becauſe they are infernal and diabolical, 
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conſequently againſt the Lord, and againſt 
divine laws: The ſecond is, that a man 
ought to ſhun evils as fins as from him- 
ſelf, but to know and believe that it 1s 
from the Lord. We ſhall treat of both 
theſe requiſites in the following articles, 


23. From what hath been ſaid, theſe 
three conſequences follow, 1. That if 
a man willeth and doeth ſuch things as 
are good, before he ſhunneth evils as 
ſins, the good things which he willeth 
and doeth are not good. II. That if a 


man thinketh and ſpeaketh ſuch things 


as are pious, and doth not ſhun evils as 
ſins, the pious things which he thinketh 
and ſpeaketh are not pious. III. That 
it a man hath much knowledge, and 


much wiſdom, and doth not ſhun evils 
as fins, he hath no wiſdom. 


24. I. The reaſon why the good things 
which a man willeth and doeth, are not good, 


before he ſhunncth evils as ſins, is, becauſe 
before 
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before this he is not in the Lord, as was 
ſaid above: As for example; if he gives 
alms to the poor, reheves the needy, en- 


dows churches and hoſpitals, doeth good 


to the church, to his country, and to his 
tellow-citizens, teacheth the goſpel and 
converteth fouls, diſchargeth his duty as 
a judge with juſtice, as a trader with 
ſincerity, and as a citizen with upright- 
neſs, and yet maketh light of evils as 
{ins, as of the evils of fraud, of adul- 
tery, of hatred, of blaſphemy, and ſuch 
like; in this caſe it is not poſſible he can 
do any good but what is inwardly evil, 
inaſmuch as he doeth it from himſelf, 
and not from the Lord, confequently he 
himſelf is in it, and not the Lord, and the 
good actions in which man himſelf is, 
are all deſiled with his evils, and regard 
himſelf and the world. Nevertheleſs 
thoſe ſame actions are inwardly good, 
if a man ſhunneth evils as fins, as the 
evils of fraud, of adultery, of hatred, 
of blaſphemy, and ſuch like; for in this 
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caſe he doeth them from the Lord, and 


they are ſaid to be wrought in God, John 
iii. 19, 20, 21. 


25. II. The reaſon why the pious 
things which a man thinketh and fſpeaketh, 
before he ſhuns evils as fins, are not pious, 
1s, becauſe he 1s not in the Lord; as for 
example; if he frequents places of pub- 
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lic worſhip, attends devoutly to what 
f ll; is there preached, reads the Word and 
| | books of piety, is partaker of the ſacra- 
1 ment of the Lord's ſupper, 1s inſtant in 
Gl daily prayer ; yea, if he even thinks much 
il concerning God and ſalvation, and yet 
if makes light of evils which are fins, as 
the evils of fraud, of adultery, of ha- 
j tred, of blaſphemy, and ſuch like; in 
5 this caſe, the pious things which he 
thinks and ſpeaks muſt needs be inwardly 
not pious, inaſmuch, as the man himſelf 
with his evils is in them; he indeed at 
ſuch time 1s 1gnorant of this, but never- 
[ theleſs thoſe evils are within, and eſcape 
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his obſervation; for he is as a fountain 
whoſe water 1s impure, by reaſon of the 
impurity of it's ſource. His religious 
exerciſes therefore are either merely the 
effect of habit, or they are meritorious, 
or they are hypocritical; they aſcend in- 
deed towards heaven, but in their way 
thither they receive another direttion, 
and fall down, like ſmoke driven 
downwards by the wind. 


26. It hath been given me to ſee and 
hear many after death, who were enume- 
rating their good works, and exerciſes 
of piety, ſuch as are mentioned above: n. 
24, 25, and ſtill more than thoſe: amongſt 


them I alſo faw fome who had lamps and 


no oil; and inquiry was made whether 
they had ſhunned evils as fins, and it 
was found that they had not; wherefore 
it was declared to them that they were 
evil; they were alſo ſeen afterwards to 
enter caverns, where there were evil 
ſpirits. of a ſimilar kind. - 
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27. III. The reaſon why man hath no 
wiſdom unleſs he ſhunneth evils as ſins, 
notwithſtanding his being very ſkilful and 
wife in many things, is, becauſe his wiſ- 
dom is from himſelf, and not from the 
Lord; as for example; if he be ſkilful 
in church-dottrines, and hath a perfect 
knowledge of whatever relates thereto; 
if he knoweth how to confirm ſuch doc- 
trines by the word of God, and by lus 
own reaſonings; if he be verſed in the 
doctrines of former churches, and at the 
lame time in the decrees of all councils; 
nay, if he even knoweth truths, and alſo 
ſeeth and underſtandeth them, ſo as to be 


perfectly acquainted with the nature of 


faith, of charity, of piety, of repentance 
and the remiſhon of ſins, of regenera- 
tion, of baptiſm, and the Lord's ſupper, 
of the Lord, and of redemption and 
ſalvation, ſtill he is not wiſe, unleſs he 
ſhunneth evils as fins, for untill evils are 
ſo ſhunned, knowledges are without life, 
as appertaining to the underſtanding 
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only, and not to the will, in which caſe 
they preſently periſh for a reaſon ſpoken 
of above, n. 15; after death alſo the man 
himſelf caſts them off, becauſe they do 
not agree with the love-principle of his 
will. Still however knowledoes are moſt 
neceſſary, becauſe they teach how a man 
ought to act, and when he bringeth them 
into act, then they become alive in him, 
and not before. 


28. All that has been laid above is 


taught in many paſſages of the Word, of 
which it may ſuffice to adduce the follow- 
ing. The Word teaches that no one can 
be in good and at the ſame time in evil, 
or, what is the ſame thing, that no one 
can, as to the foul, be in heaven and at the 
ſame time in hell. This is taught in the 
following pallages, “ No one can ſerve two 
maſters, for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or he will cleave to the one 
and deſgiſe the other; ye cannot feruve God 
and Mammon, Matt. vi, 24.“ How can yo, 


being 
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being evil, ſpeak good things ; for out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth fſpbeak- 
eh; a good man out of the good treaſure of 
his heart bringeth forth good things, and 
an evil man out of evil treaſure bringeth 
forth evil things, Matt. x11. 34, 35. © A 
good tree bringeth not forth evil fruit, nei- 
ther doth an evil tree bring forth good 
fruit: every tree is known by it's own 
proper fruit: for men do not gather figs 
from thorns, nor of a bramble-buſh gather 
they grapes,” Luke vi. 43, 44. 


29. The word teaches alſo, that no 
one can do good from himſelf, but from 
the Lord; 7efus ſaid, I am the vine, and 
my father is the vine-dreſſer; every 
branch in Me, which beareth not fruit, he 
taketh away, but every one that beareth fruit 
he will prune, that it may bear more fruit. 
Abide in Me, and I alſo in you: as the 
branch cannot bear fruit from itſelf, unleſs 
it abide in the vine, fo neither ye unleſs ye 
abide in Me. I am the vine, ye are the 

| branches ; 
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branches ; he that abideth in Me, and I in 
him, the ſame beareth much fruit; for 
without Me ye can do nothing. Tf a man 
abide not in Me, he is caſt forth as a branch 
and withereth, and they gather him, and he 


is caſt into the fire, and is burned,” John 
xv. 1 to 6. 


30. The Word teaches alſo, that ſo 
far as man is not purified from evils, his 
good things are not good, nor are his 
pious things pious, neither 1s he wiſe, 
and vice verſa; this 1s taught in the fol- 
lowing paſſages, © Wo unto you Scribes and 
Phariſees, Hypocrites ! for ye are like to 
whitened fepulchres, which indeed appear 
beautiful without, but within are full of the 
bones of the dead, and of all uncleannefs ; 
fo alſo ye indeed appear outwardly righteous 
but within ye are full of hypocriſy and ini- 
quity. Wo unto you, for ye cleanſe the out- 
ſide of the cup and platter, but within they 
are full of extortion and exceſs ! Thou blind 
_ Pharifee, cleanſe firſt the inſide of the cup 


and 
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and platter, that the outſide may be clean 
alſo,” Matt. xxiii. 25 to28. And alſo 
from theſe words in Iſaiah, © Hear the 
words of Jehovah ye princes of Sodom, hear 
the law of our God ye people of Gomorrah : 
To what purpoſe 1s the multitude of your 
ſacrifices unto me? Bring no more the obla- 


tion of vanity; incenſe is an abomination to 
| me, the new moon, and the fubbath; I can- 
not bear iniquity: Your new maons and ab- 
pornted feaſts my foul hateth 3 wherefore 
when ye ſpread forth your hands, [ hide mine 
eyes from you; yea, when ye multiply pray- 
er, I do not hear; your hands are full of | 
bloods. Waſh ye, make you clean; remove 
the evil of your doings from before mine 
eyes, ceaſe to do evil; though your ſins be 
as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white as ſnow ; 
though they be red like crimſon, they hall be 
as wool,” i. 10 to 18; the ſummary ſenſe 
of which words is, that unleſs a man 
ſhunneth evils, all things relating to di- 
vine worſhip, as performed by him, are 
void of goodneſs, and in like manner all 


his 
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his works, for it is ſaid, I cannot bear 
iniquity, make you clean, remove the 
evil of your doings, ceaſe to do evil. So 
in Jeremiah, © Return ye every one from his 


evil way, and make your works good,“ 
1 


That the ſame are not wiſe, appears 
alſo from Iſaiah, „Wo to them that are 
wiſe in their own eyes, and intelligent before 
their own faces] v. 21. And again, The 
wiſdom of the wiſe, and the underſtanding 
of the intelligent ſhall periſh: Wo unto them 
that are profoundly wife and their works 
are done in darkneſs,” xxix. 14, 15. And 
again, © Wo unto them that go down into 
Egypt for help, and ſtay on horſes, and truſt 
in chariots: becauſe they are many, and in 
horſemen becauſe they are ſtrong, but they 
look not to the Holy One of Iſrael, and do not 
feek Jehovah. But he will ariſe againſt the 
houſe of the evil doers, and againſt the help 
of them that work inaquity: For Egypt is not 
God, and the horſes thereof are fleſh and not 


ſpirit,” 
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| ſpirit,” xxxi. 1,2, 3. Man's own proper 
intelligence is thus deſcribed: Egypt 
denotes {cience; horſe denotes under- 
itanding thence derived; chariot denotes 
dottrine thence derived; horſeman de- 
notes intelligence from the ſame origin; 
of all which it is ſaid, Wo unto them who 
do not look to the Holy One of Iſrael, and 
do not ſeek Jehovah: Their deſtruction 
by evils 1s meant by his ariſing againſt 
the houſe of the evil doers, and againſt 
the help of them that work iniquity: 
That the above things originate in man's 
propriety, and conſequently have no life 
in them, 1s meant by Egypt being man 
and not God, and by the horſes thereof 
being fleſh and not ſpirit; man and 
| fleſh denote man's propriety; God and 
ſpirit are life from the Lord; the horſes 
of Egypt are man's own proper intelli- 
1 -gence. There are ſeveral other paſſages 

| in the Word, which thus deſcribe intelli- 

| gence derived from man's ſelf, and de- 


rived from the Lord, which pallages are 
to 
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to be underſtood only by means of the 
{piritual ſenſe. 


That no one will be ſaved by the good 
things which proceed from ſelf, becauſe 
they are not good, appears from the fol- 
lowing paſſages, Not every man that faith 
unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the 
will of my Father: Many will ſay unto me 
in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not pro- 
phefied by thy name, and by thy name caſt 
out devils, and in thy name done many vir- 
tues? But then will I profeſs unto them, I 
never knew you, depart from me, YE THAT 
WORK INIQUITY,” Matt. vil. 21, 22, 23. 
And in another place, «© Then ſhall ye begin 
to ſtand without, and to knock at the door, 
ſaying, Lord, open to us; and ye ſhall begin 
to ſay, we have eaten in thy preſence, and 


have drunken, and thou haſt taught in our 


ſtreets; but he will ſay, I ſay unto you, 1 
know you not whence you are, depart from 


me all ye WORKERS OF INIQUITY,” Luke 
xili. 
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xiii. 25, 26, 27. For all ſuch are like 
unto the Phariſee, © who ſtood and prayed 


in the temple, ſaying, that he was not as 


other men, an extortioner, unjuſt, an 
adulterer, that he faſted twice in the week, 


and gave tithes of all that he poſſeſſed,” 


Luke xviii. 11 to 14. They are alſo thoſe 
who are called “ unprofitable ſervants,” 


Luke xvu. 10. 


31. It is a truth that no man can do 
good, which 1s really good, from him- 
ſelf; but thereby to deſtroy all the good 
of charity, which man doeth who ſhun- 
neth evils as fins, is enormous, for it is 
diametrically contrary to theWord, which 
enjoins man to do good; it is alſo con- 
trary to the precepts of love towards God 
and our neighbour, on which hang the 
law and the prophets; and it is to under- 
mine and overturn the whole of religion; 
for every one knows that religion conſiſts 
in doing good, and that every one will 


be judged according to his deeds. Every 


man 
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man is ſuch that he hath a capacity of 
ſhunning evils of himſelf by virtue of 
the Lord's power, if he implores it, and 
the good which he afterwards doeth 1s 
good from the Lord. 


_— — 


That ſo far as any one ſhuns Evils 
as Sins, ſo far he loves Truths. 


32. HERE are two univerſals 

which proceed from the Lord, 
divine good and divine truth; divine 
good is of his divine love, and divine 
truth is of his divine wiſdom; thoſe two 
in the Lord are one, and thence proceed 
as one from him: but they are not re- 
ceived as one by angels in the heavens 
and by men on the carths; there are an- 
gels and men who receive more of di- 
vine truth than of divine good, and there 
are who receive more of divine good 


than of divine truth; hence it is that the 


heavens are diſtinguiſhed into two king- 
doms, 
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doms, one of which is called the celeſtial 
kingdom, the other the ſpiritual king- 
dom; the heavens, which receive more 
of the divine good, conſtitute the celeſ- 
tial kingdom, but thoſe, which receive 
more of the divine truth, conſtitute the 
ſpiritual kingdom; concerning theſe two 
kingdoms, into which the heavens are 
diſtinguiſhed, ſee the Treatiſe on Hz a- 
ven and HELI, n. 20 to 28. But till 


the angels of all the heavens are ſo far in 


wiſdom and intelligence, as good with 
them makes one with truth; the good 
which doth not make one with truth, is 
to them not good; and the truth, which 
doth not make one with good, is to them 
not truth“: Hence it appears, that good 
joined 


This may be exemplified by conſidering the 
operations and relations of love, motive, or incli. 
nation, in the human mind. Strength of affe&ion 
or inclination, without the concomitancy of true wiſ- 
dom to. bound or direct it, is actually the cauſe of 
much evil in the world, and conſequently ſo far 

not 
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joined with truth, conſtitutes love and 
wiſdom with angel and with man; and 
whereas an angel is an angel by vir- 
tue of love and wiſdom appertaining 
to him, and in hke manner man is 
man, it is evident, that good joined 

with 


not good; and on the other hand, clear views of 
what is right and fit to be done, if there is a want 
of inclination or ſtrength of motive, to put a man 
onward to do it, are ſo far ſhort of real wiſdom, 
which conſiſts not merely in knowing, but in doing 
what is right, Thus this author in other places 
of his works obſerves, that love without wiſdom 1s 
nothing—for it wants quality or form, and wiſdom 
without love is nothing, — for it wants eſſence or 


energy, but love and wiſdom joined are every 
thing, 


As to what is ſaid about the angels of the dif- 
ferent kingdoms, his ſenſe is very clear to any one 
who hath read his other works; which is, that love 
er affection is the diſtinguiſhing character of the ce- 
leſtial angels, and judgment or intelligence the diſtin- 
guiſhing character of the angels of the ſpiritual 
Kingdom; not that the angels of the celeſtial king- 


dom want wiſdom, for they are the wiſeſt angels, 
| or 
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with truth cauſeth an angel to be an 
ll angel of heaven, and cauſeth a man to 
be a man of the church, 


| 33. Inaſmuch as good and truth are 

| one in the Lord, and proceed as one i 

from him, it follows, that good loves | 
i truth, and truth loves good, and that 

l they deſire to be one. The like is true 

1 of their oppoſites, evil loves the falſe, 

| and the falſe loves evil, and they are 

1 deſirous to be one. The conjunction of 

| 

| 


x or that the angels of the ſpiritual kingdom are with- 
| out love; the difference of the male and female cha- 
| rafter may elucidate this; the male character is that 
ö of judgment —the female that of love and affection; 
not that men are void of affection, or women with- 
| out judgment: It is eaſy to conceive ſtrength of 
| affection, ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, and benevolence, 
| may be the diſtinguiſhing character of a woman, of 
; a judgment ſuperior to a man, who for want of an 
| equal ſhare of thoſe excellent qualities of the heart, 


may be diſtinguiſhed only for his underſtanding and 
| good ſenſe, 


good 
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good and truth, in the following pages, 
will be called the celeſtial ' marriage, 
and the conjunction of evil and the 
falſe will be called the infernal mar- 


riage. 


34. It is a conſequence of what has 
been ſaid, that ſo far as any one ſhuns 
evils as ſins, ſo far he loves truths, for 
ſo far he is principled in good, accord- 
ing to what was ſhewn in the foregoing 
article. And on the other hand, fo 
far as any one doth not ſhun evils as 
ſins, ſo far he doth not love truths, 
becauſe ſo far he is not principled in 


good. 


35. A man, who doth not ſhun evils 
as fins, may indeed love truths, but 
then he doth not love them becauſe they 
are truths, but becauſe they ſeryę to ex- 
tend his reputation, whence he derives 
honour or gain; wherefore, when they 
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no longer are ſubſervient to this end, he 
ecaſeth to love them. 


36. Good hath relation to the will, 
truth to the underſtanding; from the 
love of good in the will proceeds the 
love of truth in the underſtanding, from 
the love of truth proceeds the percep- 
tion of truth, from the perception of 
truth the thought of truth, hence comes 
the acknowledgement of truth, which 


is faith in it's genuine ſenſe; that this 


is the progreſſion from the love of good 
to faith, will be proved in the Treatiſe 
concerning the Diving LOVE AND THE 
Divins WIS Dou. 


37. Inaſmuch as good is not good, 
as was above obſerved, unleſs it be joined 
with truth, conſequently good doth not 
exiſt before it be ſo joined, and yet it is 
continually deſirous to exiſt, wherefore, 
in order to it's exiſtence, it deſires and 


procures 
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procures to itſelf truths, and from them 
it hath it's nouriſhment and formation: 


This is the reaſon why, ſo far as any 
one is principled in good, fo far he loves 
truths, conſequently he ſo far loves truths 
as he ſhuns evils as fins, for ſo far he is 


principled in good, 


38. So far as any one is principled 
in good, and by virtue of good loves 
truths, ſo far he loves the Lord, inaſ- 
much as the Lord is eſſential good and 
eſſential truth; wherefore the Lord is 
with man in good and in truth; if the 
latter be loved by virtue of the former, 
then the Lord is loved and not otherwiſe. 
This the Lord teaches in John, “ He that 
hath my precepts, and doeth them, he it is 
who loveth me ; but he who doth not love me, 
doth not keep my words,” xiv. 21. 24. 
And in another place, If ye keep my 
commandments, ye ſhall abide in my love,” 
John xv. 10. The precepts, words, and 
commandments of the Lord are truths. 


98 39. That 
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39. That good loveth truth, may. 
be illuſtrated by application to the ſeve- 
ral caſes of a prieſt, of a ſoldier, of a 
merchant, and of an artificer: And 
firſt of a Px1EsT; if he be principled in 
the good of the prieſthood, which con- 
ſiſts in providing for the ſalvation of 
ſouls, in teaching the way to heaven, 
and in leading thoſe whom he teaches, ſo 
far as he is principled in that good, ſo far 


from the love and deſire thereof, he pro- 


cures for himſelf truths which he may 
teach, and by which he may lead. But 
the prieſt, who is not principled in the 
good of the prieſthood, but is in the de- 
light of his function through ſelf. love 
and the love of the world, which is his 
only good, he allo, from the love and 


defire thereof, procures to himſelf thoſe 


truths in abundance, according to the 
influence of the delight which is his 
good. So in the caſe of a So.D1izr; if 
he be principled in the love of a military 
life, and is ſenſible of good ariſing either 

from 
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from the protection of the ſtate, or from 

the advancement of his own reputation, 

he alſo, by virtue of that good, and ac- 
cording to it, procures to himſelf mili- 

tary ſcience, and in caſe he be advanced 

to a poſt of command, military intelli- F 
gence; ' Theſe things are as truths, ? 
whereby the love-delight, which 1s his 

good, is nouriſhed and formed. So 

again, in the caſe of a MERCHANT; if he 

hath engaged in merchandize from the | 
= love thereof, he imbibes with pleaſure all 1 
thoſe things, which, as mediums, enter 
into and compoſe that love: theſe alſo 

are as truths, whilſt merchandize 1s the 

good thereof. Laſtly, in the caſe of an 
ARTIFICER; if he applies in good earneit 

to his buſineſs, and loves 1t as the good 


of his life, he purchaſes inſtruments, and 
perfects himſelf in ſuch things as relate 
to the ſcience of his particular handi- 
craft, and thereby he cauſes his work to 
be good. From theſe caſes it is evident 
that truths are the means whereby the 
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good of the love-principle exiſts, and 


acquires reality; conſequently, that good 


loves truths in order to it's exiſtence. 


Hence, in the Word, by doing the truth 
is meant the cauſing good to exiſt, ag 
by doing the truths, John it. 21. By 
doing the Lord's ſayings, Luke vi. 47. By 
doing his precepts, John xiv, 24. By 
doing his words, Matt. vii. 24. By doing 
the word of God, Luke viii. 21. And 
by doing ſtatutes and judgments, Levit. 
xviii. 5. This alſo is meant by doing good 
and bearing fruit, for good and fruit is 
that which exiſts. 


40. That good loves truth, and is 
deſirous to be joined with it, may be il- 
luſtrated alſo by the caſe of meat and 
drink, or of bread and wine, which 
ought to be taken together in order to 
promote bodily ſuſtenance, inaſmuch as 
meat or bread alone is inſufficient for 
nouriſhment without water or wine; 
wherefore the one ſeeks and deſires the 

other, 
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other. By meat and bread alſo in the 
Word, in it's ſpiritual ſenſe, is meant 
good, and by water and wine is meant 
truth. 


41. From what hath been ſaid then it 
may appear, that he who ſhuns evils as 
fins, loves truths and deſires them, and 
the more he ſhuns evils as fins, ſo much 
the more he loves and defires truths, 
becauſe he is ſo much the more princi- 
pled in good. Hereby he- comes into 
the heavenly marriage, which is the 
marriage of good and truth, in which 
heaven 1s, and in which the church 


ſhould be. 


— — 


That ſo far as any one ſhuns Evils 
as Sins, ſo far he hath Faith, and 
1s Spiritual. 


42. TJ AITH and life are diſtinct from 
each other, like thinking and do- 


4 ing; 
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ing; and whereas thinking has relation 


to the underſtanding, and doing has re- 
lation to the will, it follows, that faith 
and life are diſtinct from each other, 
like underſtanding and will; whoſoever 
knows the diſtinction between the latter, 
he knows alſo the diſtinction between the 


former; and whoſoever knows the con- 


junction of the latter, he alſo knows the 
conjunction of the former; wherefore it 
may be expedient to premiſe ſomething 
concerning the underſtanding and the 
will. 


43- Man hath two, faculties, one of 
which is called WIL I, and the other un- 
DERSTANDING; theſe faculties are diſtin 
from each other, but they are ſo created 
that they may be one, and when they 
are one, they are called mind; where- 
fore the human mind conſiſts of thoſe 
two faculties, and all the life of man is 
therein. As all things in the univerſe, 
which are according to divine order, 

have 
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have relation to good and truth, ſo all 
things appertaining to man have rela- 
tion to the will and the underſtanding, 
for the good appertaining to man is of 
his will, and the truth appertaining to 
him 1s of his underſtanding, theſe two 
faculties being the recipients and ſub- 


jects thereof; the will being the recipient 


and ſubjett of all things appertaining to 
good, and the underſtanding being the 
recipient and ſubject of all things ap 
pertaining to truth; goodneſſes and 
truths have no other place of abode with 
man, conſequently love and faith have 
no other place of abode, inaſmuch as 
love hath relation to good, and good 
to love, and faith hath relation to truth, 
and truth to faith. Nothing 1s of more 
concern to know, than how the will and 
underſtanding form one mind? they form 
one mind as good and truth make one; 
for a ſimilar marriage exiſts between the 
will and the underſtanding, - as between 
good and truth; The nature of this 
c5 latter 
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latter marriage was, in a meaſure, ſhewn 
in the preceding article, to which it may 
be expedient to add, that as good 1s the 
very eſſe of a thing, and truth is the 
exiſtence thence derived, ſo the will with 
man 1s the very efle of his life, and the 
underſtanding is the exiſtence of life 
thence derived; for good, which is of 
the will, forms itſelf in the underſtand- 


ing, and in a certain manner renders 
itſelf viſible. 


44. That a man may know, think, 


and underſtand many things, and yet 


not be wiſe, was ſhewn above, n. 27, 28; 
and whereas it appertains unto faith, to 
know, and to think, and {till more to un- 


derſtand, it follows of conſequence, that 


a man may believe he hath faith, and yet 
not have it; the reaſon of his not having 
it is, becauſe he is in evil of life, and evil 
of life and the truth of faith can never 
be one in action; evil of life deſtroyeth 
the truth of faith, becauſe evil of life 


apper- 
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appertains to the will, and the truth of 
faith appertains to the underſtanding, 
and the will leads the underſtanding, 
and cauſes it to be one with itſelf in ac- 
tion; wherefore if there be any truth in 
the underſtanding which doth not agree 
with the will, when man is left to himſelf}, 
or thinks under the influence of his evil 
and the love thereof, he either caſts out 
ſuch truth, or by falſification forces it 
to be one with the will. It is otherwiſe 
with thoſe who are in the good of life; 
theſe when left to themſelves, think under 
the influence of good, and loye truth 
which is in the underſtanding, becauſe 
it agrees therewith. Thus there is ef- 
fected a conjunction of faith and of life, 
like the conjunction of truth and of good, 
each reſembling the conjunction of the 
underſtanding and the will. 


45. Hence then it follows, that in 
proportion as man ſhuns evils as ſins, 
in the ſame proportion he has faith, be- 
c 6 cauſe 
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cauſe in the ſame proportion he 1s princi- 
pled in good, as was ſhewn above: This 
is confirmed alſo by its contrary, that 
whoſoever doth not ſhun evils as fins, 
hath not faith, becauſe he is in evil, and 
evil hath an inward hatred againſt truth ; 
outwardly indeed it can put on a friendly 
appearance, and endure, yea love, that 
truth ſhould be in the underſtanding; 
but when the outward is put off, as is the 


cale after death, then truth, which was 


thus for worldly reaſons received in a 


friendly manner, 1s firſt caſt off, after- 
wards is denied to be truth, and finally 
is held in averſion. 


46. The faith of a wicked man is in- 
tellectual faith, in which there is no good 
from the will, conſequently it is a dead 
faith, which 1s like the reſpiration of the 
lungs without its animation from the 
heart: Underſtanding alſo correſponds 
to the lungs, and will to the heart; It 


may be compared likewiſe with a beauti- 
ful 
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ful trumpet, adorned with purple and 
gold, who is inwardly infected with a 
malignant diſeaſe; a ſtrumpet alſo cor- 
reſponds to the falſification of truth, and 
hence in the Word is uſed to ſignify ſuch 
falſification: It is alſo like a tree abound- 
ing with leaves, and yielding no fruit, 
which the gardener cuts down tree 
likewiſe ſignifies a man, its leaves and 
bloſſoms the truths of faith, and fruit 
the good of love. But it is otherwiſe 
with faith in the underſtanding, in which 
there is good proceeding from the will; 
this faith is alive, and is like the reſpi- 
ration of the lungs in which there is ani- 
mation from the heart; and it is like a 
beautiful wife whom chaſtity endears to 
her huſband; it is alſo like a tree that 
bears fruit. 


47. There are ſeveral things which 


appear to appertain to faith alone, as 
that God is, that the Lord who is God is 
a Redeemer and Saviour, that there is a 

heaven 
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heaven and a hell, that there 1s a hfe 
after death, and ſeveral other things of 
like nature, of which it is not ſaid that 


they are to be done, but that they are to 


be believed; theſe things which appertain 
to faith are alſo dead with the man who 
is principled in evil, but alive with him 
who is principled in good: The. reaſon 
is, becauſe the man who is principled in 
good, doeth well by virtue of a good 


will, and thinketh well by virtue of a 
Tight underſtanding, not only before the 


world, but alſo in private when he is left 


to himſelf; but it is otherwiſe with the 
man who is principled in evil. 


48. It is ſaid, that thoſe things ap- 


pear to appertain to faith alone; but the 


thinking principle in the underſtanding 
derives its exiſtence from the love-prin- 
ciple of the will, which is the eſſe of the 
thinking principle of the underſtand- 


ing, as was ſaid above, n. 43; for what- 
ſoever any one wills from the love-prin- 


ciple, 
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ciple, that he wills to do, he wills to think, 
he wills to underſtand, and he wills to 
ſpeak; or, what 1s the ſame thing, what- 
ſoever any one loves in the ground of the 
will, that he loves to do, he loves to think, 
he loves to underſtand, and he loves to 
ſpeak. It is further to be obſerved, that 
when a man ſhuns evil as fin, then he is 
in the Lord, as was ſhewn above, and 
the Lord operates all things: Wherefore 
to thoſe that aſked him, « What they 
ſhould do that they might work the works of 
God?” he replied, *« This is the work of 3 
God, that ye believe on Him whom He hath | 
ſent, John vi. 28; to believe on the Lord 
is not only to think that he is, but it is 
alſo to do-his words, as he teacheth in 
other places. 
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49. That they who are in evils have 
no faith, howſoever they may fancy that 
they have, was ſhewn by ſeveral caſes of 
ſuch in the ſpiritual world: They were 
conducted to an heavenly ſociety, whence 

the 
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the ſpiritual principle of the faith of the 


angels entered into the interiors of their 


faith who were thus conducted, whereby 


they perceived, that they had only a natu- 


ral or external principle of faith, and not 
its ſpiritual or internal principle; where- 
fore they themlelves confeſſed that they 
had no faith, and that they had perſuad- 
ed themſelves in the world, that to be- 
lieve, or to have faith, conſiſted in 
thinking a thing to be ſo or ſo, without 
reſpect to the reaſon or ground of its 
being ſo. But it was perceived to be 
otherwiſe with the faith of thoſe who 
were not principled in evil. 


50. Hence it may be ſeen what ſpiri- 
tual faith 1s, and what faith 1s not ſpi- 
ritual; ſpiritual faith appertaineth to 
thoſe who do not commit fin, for they, 
who do not commit fin, do good, not 
irom themſelves but from the Lord, as 


was ſhewn above, n. 18 to 31; and by 


faith become ſpiritual: Faith with ſuch 
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is truth, as the Lord teacheth in theſe 
words, “ This is the judgment, that light 
15 come into the world, but men loved dark- | 
neſs rather than light, becauſe their deeds | 
were evil; for every one who doeth evil 
hateth the light, neither cometh he to the | 
light, leſt his deeds ſhould be reproved: | 
But he who doeth truth, cometh to the light, 
| that his deeds may be made manifeſt, that i 
they are wrought in God,“ John iii. 19, | 

20, 21. | 4 


r ⅛ ͤU nnn ꝗ ae es ra 


51. What hath been ſaid above is : 
confirmed by the following paſlages from | 

| the Word, * A good man, out of the good 
treaſure of his heart, bringeth forth good; | 
but an evil man, out of the evil treaſure of b 
his heart, bringeth forth evil; for out of | 
the abundance of the heart, the mouth ſpeak- 
th,” Luke vi. 45. Matt. xii. 35. By 
heart in the word is meant the will of 
man, and inaſmuch as man's thoughts 


and ſpeech originate in the will, it is 
ſaid, out of the abundance of the heart 
| the 
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the mouth ſpeaketh. Again, © Not that 
whach entereth into the mouth defileth a 
man, but that which cometh forth from the 
heart, this defileth a man,” Matt. xv. 11. 
By heart here alſo is meant the will. 
Again, FJeſus ſaid concerning the woman, 
who waſhed his feet with ointment, her ſuns 
are remitted her, becauſe ſhe loved much; 
and afterwards he ſaid, thy faith maketh 
thee whole, Luke vii. 46 to 50; whence 
it is evident, that when ſins are remitted, 
that is, when they ceaſe, faith ſaveth. 
That they are called Sons of God, and 
born of God, who are not in the propri- 
ety of their own ſelf-will, and thereby 
not in the propriety of their. own ſelf- 
underſtanding, that is, who are not in 
evil and thereby in the falſe, and that 
theſe are they who believe on the Lord, 
he himſelf teaches in John, chap. i. 12, 
13; which paſlage may be ſeen explained 


above, n. 17. 


52. The concluſion from the above 
pre- 
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premiſes 1s, that there doth not apper- 
tain to man the ſmalleſt portion of 
truth, only ſo far as he is principled in 
good, conſequently not the ſmalleſt por- 
tion of faith, only ſo far as it is joined 
with life: There may be ſuch a thing 
as thought, reſpetting the truth of ſome 
particular propoſitions, in the under- 
ſtanding, but there cannot be acknow- 
ledgment amounting to faith, unleſs 
there be conſent in the will; Thus faith 
and life muſt ever go hand in hand. 


Hence then it is evident, that ſo far as 
any one ſhuns evil as ſins, ſo far he hath 
faith, and is ſpiritual. 


That the Decalogue teaches what 
Evils are Sins. 


33. HAT nation on earth doth 
not know that it is evil to 


ſteal, to commit adultery, to do murder, 
and 
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and to bear falſe witneſs? Unleſs this 
was known, and the prevention of ſuch 
evils was effected by laws, mankind 
mult needs utterly periſh, fox no ſociety, 
common-wealth, or kingdom, could 
ſubſiſt without ſuch laws: Who can 
conceive that the Iſraelitiſh nation was ſo 
much more ignorant than others as not 
to know this? It muſt needs therefore be 
matter of ſurpriſe with many, that thoſe 
laws ſo univerſally known throughout 
the earth, ſhould be promulgated from 
Mount Sinai, by Jehovah himſelf, in ſo 
miraculous a manner. But underſtand 
the reaſon of this; the miraculous pro- 
mulgation of thoſe laws was deſigned to 
ſhew, that they were not only civil and 
moral laws, but alſo ſpiritual laws, and 
that to att contrary to them was not only 
doing evil to a fellow-citizen and to 
ſociety, but was alſo ſinning againſt God; 
wherefore thoſe laws, in conſequence of 


their promulgation from Mount Sinai by 


Jehovah, were made laws of religious 


obli- 
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obligation; for it 1s evident, that what- 
ever Jehovah God commands, muſt be 
with a view to ſtamp ſuch religious ob- 
ligation upon the thing commanded, and 
to ſhew, that it ought to be done for his 
ſake, and for the ſake of man's ſalva- 
tion. 


54. Inaſmuch as thoſe laws were 


the firſt-fruits [prime] of the Word, 


and conſequently the firſt-fruits of the 
church which was about to be eſtabliſhed 
by the Lord amongſt the people of Iſrael, 
and inaſmuch as they contained a brief 
ſummary of all things relating to reli- 
gion, whereby the conjunction of the 
Lord with man, and of man with the 
Lord, is effected, therefore they were ſo 
holy that nothing could be more ſo. 


55. That they were moſt holy, may 


appear from the following conſiderations, 


that Jehovah himſelf, that is, the Lord, 
deſcended upon Mount Sinai, in fire, 
and 
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and attended with angels, and thence pro- 
mulgated them with a loud voice, and 
that the people prepared themſelves for 
three days to ſee and hear; that the 
mountain was fenced about, leſt any one 
ſhould approach and die; that thoſe laws 
were written on two tables of ſtone by 
the finger of God; that the face of 
Moſes ſhone, when he brought them 
down the ſecond time from the moun- 
tain; that they were afterwards depoſited 
in an ark; and the ark in the inmoſt 


part of the tabernacle, and that over the 


ark was ſet the mercy-ſeat, and over the 
mercy-ſeat cherubs of gold; that this 
inmoſt part of the tabernacle was ac- 


counted moſt holy, and was called the 


holy of hohes; that without the vail, 


within which was this moſt holy place, 
were laid the things which repreſented 
the holies of heaven and of the church, 
as the candleſtick with the ſeven ſconces 


of gold, the golden altar of incenſe, and 
dhe table overlaid with gold, on which 
was 
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was the ſhew-bread, with curtains of fine 


linen, purple, and ſcarlet: The ſanc- 
tity of the whole tabernacle originated 
ſolely in the law which was in the ark, 
By reaſon of the ſanctity of the taber- 
nacle thus originating from the law in 
the ark, it was enjoined that all the peo- 
ple of Iſrael ſhould encamp around it in 
order according to their tribes, and 
ſhould journey 1n order after it, at which 
times there was over it a cloud by day, 
and a fire by night: By reaſon of the 
ſanity of that law, and the preſence 
of the Lord therein, the Lord diſcourſed 
with Moſes over the mercy-ſeat between 
the cherubs, and the ark was called Je- 
hovah There: For the ſame reaſon alſo it 
was not lawful for Aaron to enter within 
the vail, except with ſacrifices and in- 
cenſe. Inaſmuch as that law was the 
eſſential ſanctity of the church, there- 
fore the ark was introduced into Zion by 
David; and was afterwards depoſited in 
the middle of the temple of Jeruſalem, 

and 
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and conſtituted its moſt ſacred place. By 
reaſon of the Lord's preſence in that law 
and around it, miracles were always 
wrought by the ark in which that law 
was contained, as when the waters of 
Jordan were divided, and ſo long as the 
ark reſted in the middle, the people 
paſſed over on dry ground; and as when 
the walls of Jericho fell down in conſe- 
quence of carrying the ark about them? 
and as when Dagon the God of the Phi- 
liſtines fell down before it, and afterwards 
was found lying at the threſhold of the 
temple with his head ſeparated from 


the trunk; and as when the Bethſhe- 


mites were {mitten becauſe of the ark, to 
the number of ſeveral thouſands; not to 
mention other miracles of a hike nature, 
all which were in conſequence of the 
Lord's preſence in his ten Words, 
which are the commandments of the 


decalogue. 


? 


56. A further ground of the power 
and 
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and ſanctity of that law was, becauſe it 
was a complex of all things appertaining 
to religion; for it conſiſted of two ta- 
bles, one of which containeth all things 
which are on God's part, and the other 
all things which are on the part of man: 
therefore the precepts of that law are 
called the ten words, becauſe ten ſig- 
nify all things. But how that law was 
a complex of all things appertaining to 


religion, will be ſeen in the following 
article. 


57. Inaſmuch as the Lord's con- 
junction with man, and man's with the 
Lord, is effected by that law, therefore 
it is called the CovEN AN and the TEST 
ON Y, Covenant becauſe it effects con- 
junction, and teſtimony becauſe it teſtifies 
conjunction, for covenant ſignifies con- 
junction, and teſtimony ſignifies the 
teſtification or witneſſing - thereof. It 


was for this reaſon that there were two 


tables, one for the Lord, the other for 


D man * 


e 2 . 


» ¹ ' ee a et en 


. 


E 
* 
4 


TY 
41 
1 
5 
1 
| 
4 
ba 
IA 
= 
11 
" 
q 
7 
i 
j 
79 
4} 
yt 
4 
9 
if 
bi 
WW 
9 
it 
: 
þ 
* 
| 
4 
4 
34 


74 THE DOCTRINE OF LIFE 


man: Conjundtion is effetted by and 
from the Lord, but it is then only effected, 
when man doeth thoſe things which are 


written in his table; for the Lord is con- 


tinually preſent, and operative, and is 


_ defirous to enter, but it is man's part and 


duty to open by virtue of the freedom 
which he hath from the Lord; for the 
Lord ſaith, © Behold, I ſtand at the 
door and knock, if any one hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to him, 
and ſup with him, and he with me, Rev. 
ill. 20. | 


58. In the other table, which is for 
man, it is not ſaid what good he ſhould 
do, but what evil he ſhould not do, as 
that he ſhould not kill, that he ſhould not 


commit adultery, that he ſhould not 


ſteal, that he ſhould not bear falſe wit- 
neſs, that he ſhould not covet; the reaſon 
is, becauſe man cannot do any thing good 
from himſelf, but when he ceaſeth to do 


evils,” then he doeth good, not from 


him- 
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himſelf, but from the Lord. That man 
is able to ſhun evils as from himſelf by 
virtue of the Lord's power, if he im- 
plores it, will be ſeen in what follows. 


59. What was ſaid above, n. 55, con- 
cerning the promulgation, ſanity, and 
power of the law of the decalogue, ap- 


pears from the following paſſages in the 
Word. 


That Jehovah deſcended upon Mount 
Sinai in fire, and that the mount then 
ſmoked and ſhook, and that there were 
thunderings, lightnings, and a thick 


cloud, and the voice of a trumpet, may 


be ſeen, Exod. xix. 16. 18. Deut. iv. 11. 
Chap. v. 19. to 23. 


That the people prepared themſelves 


tor three days previous to the deſcent 
of Jehovah, may be ſeen, Exod. xix. 10, 
11, 15, 
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That the mountain was fenced about, 
to prevent any one from approaching to 
the bottom of it, leſt he ſhould die; 
and that not even the prieſts, but 
Moſes alone was to approach, may be 


ſeen, Exod. xix. 12, 13. 20 to 23. Chap. 
XXIV. 1, 2. 


The law promulgated from Mount 
Sinai, may be ſeen, Exod. xx. 2 to 14. 
Deut. v. 6 to 18. 


That the law was written on two 
tables of ſtone with the finger of God, 
may be ſeen, Exod. xxxi. 18, Chap. 
iz. 6. Deut. ix. 10. 


That the face of Moſes did ſhine, 
when he brought the tables down from 


the mount the ſecond time, may be ſeen, 
Exod. xxxiv. 29 to 35. 


That the tables were laid up in an 
ark, may be ſeen, Exod, xxv. 16. 
Chap. 
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Chap. xl. 20. Deut. x. 5. x Kings 
vili. 9. | 


That over the ark was ſet the mercy- 
ſeat, and over the mercy-ſeat cherubs 
of gold, may be ſeen, Exod. xxv. 17 
to 21. 


That the ark, with the mercy-ſcat 
and cherubs, conſtituted the inmoſt of 
the tabernacle, and that the golden can- 
dleſtick, the golden altar of incenſe, and 
the table overlaid with gold on which 
was the ſhew-bread, conſtituted the ex- 
terior part of the tabernacle; and that 
the ten curtains of fine linen, purple, 
and ſcarlet, conſtituted its outermoſt 
part, may be ſeen, Exod. xxv. 1 to the 
end. Chap. xxvi. 1 to the end. Chap! 
xl. 17 to 28, 


That the place, where the ark was, 
was called the holy 5 holies, Exod. 


xxvi. 33. 
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That all the people of Iſrael encamp- 
ed around the tabernacle in order ac- 
cording to their tribes, and journeyed 
in order after it, Numbers ii. 1 to the 
end. 


That at ſuch times there was over the 
tabernacle a cloud by day, and fire by 
night, Exod. xl. 38. Numb. ix. 25, 
16 to the end. Chap. xiv. 14. Deut. 
i. 23. 


That the Lord diſcourſed with Moſes 
over the ark between the cherubs, Exod. 
w. 22. Numb. vii. 89. 


That the ark, by reaſon. of the law 
contained in it,was called Jehovah There, 
for Moſes ſaid, when the ark went for- 
ward, Ariſe Jehovah, and when it reſted, 
Return Jehovah, Numb. x, 35, 36. 
2 Sam. vi. 2. Pſalm cxxxii. 8. 


That by reaſon of the ſanctity of 
that 


. 
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that law, it was not lawful' for Aaron 
to enter within the vail, except with 
ſacrifices and incenſe, Levit. xvi. 2 
to 14. 


That the ark was introduced into Zion 
by David with ſacrifices and rejoicing, 
2 Sam. vi. 1 to 19; and that Uzza died, 
becauſe he touched it, verſes 6, 7, of the 
ſame chapter. 


That the ark was placed in the middle 
of the temple at Jeruſalem, where it 
conſtituted the moſt ſacred place, 1 Kings 
vi, 19. Chap. viii. 3 to 9. 


That by reaſon of the Lord's preſence 
and power in the law which was in the 


ark, the waters of Jordan were divided, 


and ſo long as the ark reſted in the 
midſt, the people paſſed over on dry 
ground, Joſh. iii. 1 to 17. Chap. iv. 5 
to 20. 
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That-the walls' of Jericho fell down 
in conſequence of carrying the ark about 
them, Joſh. v1. 1 to 20. 


That Dagon the God of the Philiſtines 
fell to the earth before the ark, and 
afterwards was found lying on the 
threſhold of the temple with his head 
ſeparated from the trunk, 1 Sam. y. 


3, 4 


That the Bethſhemites, by reaſon of 
the ark were ſmitten to the number of 
feveral thouſands, 1 Sam. vi. 19. 


60. That the tables of ſtone, on 
which the law was written, were called 


tables of the covenant, and that the 


ark, by reaſon thereof, was called the 
ark of the covenant, and that the law 


itſelf was called the covenant, may be 


ſeen, Numb. x. 33. Deut. iv. 13. 23. 
Chap. v. 2, 3. Chap. ix. 9. Joſh. iii. 
11. 1 Kings viii. $9. 21. Rev. xi. 19; 

and 
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and in many other places. The reaſon 

why the law was called covenant, is, 
becauſe covenant ſignifies conjunction; 
wherefore it is ſaid of the Lord, that e 
ſhould be for a covenant to the people,“ 
Haiah xlii. 6. Chap. xlix. 8; and he is 
called © the Angel of the covenant,” Mal. 4 
iii, 1; and his blood © the blood of the | 
covenant,” Matt. xxvi. 28. Zech. ix. 11. 
Exod. xxiv. 4 to 10; and for the fame 
reaſon the Word is called the old covenant 
and the new covenant, Covenants alſo 
are made with a view to love, friend. 
ſhip, conſociation, and conſequently 
conjunction. 


4 
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61. That the precepts of that law 
were called the ten words, may be ſeen, 
Exod. xxxiv. 28. Deut. iv. 13. Chap. 
x. 4; they are fo called, becauſe ten 
ſignify all, and words ſignify truths; 
for there were more than ten. Inaſmuch 
as ten ſignifies all, therefore the curtains 
of the tabernacle were ten, Exod. . 1; 
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and therefore the Lord ſaid, that a man 
about to receive a kingdom called ten 
ſervants, and gave them ten pounds to 
trade with, Luke xix. 13; for the ſame 
reaſon he likened the kingdom of the 
heavens to ten virgins, Matt. xxv. 1; 
for the ſame reaſon the dragon is de- 
ſcribed as having ten horns, Rev. xu. 
3; in like manner the beaſt coming up 
out of the ſea, Rev. xiii. 1; and alſo the 
beaſt in Daniel, chap. vii. 7. 20. 24- 
The like is ſignified by ten, Levit. xxvi. 
26. Zech. viii. 23; and in other places. 
Hence come tenths, by which is ſigni- 
hed ſomewhat out of all, 
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That Murders, Adulteries, Thefts, 
falſe Witneſs of every Kind, with 
the Concupiſcence prompting there- 


to, are Evils, which ought to be 


ſhunned as Sins. 


62. IT is well known that the law of 
| Sinai was written on two tables, 
and that the firſt table contains thoſe 
things which are of God, and the other 
thoſe things which are of man. That 
the firſt table contains all things which 
are of God, and the other all things 
which are of man, doth not appear in the 
letter; nevertheleſs all things are there- 
in, and therefore they are called the ten 
words, by which are fignified all truths 
in the complex, as may be ſeen above, 
n. 61; but in wha; manner all things 
are therein, cannot be explained in a few 
words; it may however be compre- 


hended from what was adduced in the 
D 6 Doc- 
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DoctrinE concerning the, SACRED 
SCRIPTURE, n. 67. Hence it is, that it 
is ſaid, murders, adulteries, thefts, and 
falſe witneſs, of every kind. 


63. A religious perſuaſion hath pre- 
vailed, that no one can fulfil the law, 
and the law is not to kill, not to commit 
adultery, not to ſteal, not to bear falſe 
witneſs: Every civil and moral man by 
civil and moral life may fulfil theſe pre- 
cepts of the law, but to fulfil them under 
the influence of ſpiritual hfe, according 
to the above perſuaſion, is impoſſible: 
Hence it follows, that the motive to the 
obedience of thoſe precepts is only to 
avoid puniſhment and loſs in this world, 
and not to avoid puniſhment and loſs in 
another world; and hence it is, that 
with whomſoever the above perſuaſion 
prevails, thoſe crimes which the law 
forbids are thought lawful in the ſight of 
God, but unlawful in the ſight of men. 
It is owing to this religious perſuaſion, 

that 
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that man remains in the concupiſcence to 
all the above evils, and is only reſtrained 
from the outward commiſſion of them by 
worldly conſiderations; wherefore ſuch a 
perſon after death, although he had not 
committed murder, adultery, theft, and 
falſe witneſs, is ſtill in the concupiſcence 
thereof, and alſo committeth them in the 
outward act, when the external [part or 
principle], which he had in the world, 
is taken away from him; for all concu- 
piſcence remaineth with man after death; 
and hence it 1s, that they who have not 
reſtrained the concupiſcencies of evil, 
during their abode in the world, are 
united with hell in act, and muſt needs 
have their lot with thoſe who are in hell. 
But the caſe is different with thoſe, who 
reſtrain the concupiſcence of murder, of 
adultery, of theft, and of ſalſe witneſs, 
becauſe to commit ſuch evils is contrary 
to the law of God; theſe, after enduring 
ſome combat againſt the forbidden evil, 
loſe at length all inclination, conſequently 
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all concupiſcence leading to the com- 
miſſion of it, ſaying in their hearts that 
it is fin, in its eſſence infernal and dia- 
bolical: Theſe, after death, when the 
external | part or principle] which they 
had in the world is taken away, are one 
with heaven in at, and being in the 
Lord, they are admitted into heaven. 


64. It is a common maxim in every 
religion, that man ought to examine 
himſelf, to do the work of repentance, 
and to deſiſt from fins, and that in caſe 
he doth not this, he is in a ſtate of dam- 
nation; that this is a general maxim 
taught by all religion, may be ſeen above, 
n. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. It is allo an univerſal 
maxim prevailing throughout the Chriſ- 
tian world, that the decalogue ought to 
be taught, and that children ſhould be 
initiated thereby into the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, for the decalogue is put into the 
hands of all young children; they are 
allo taught by their parents and maſters, 

that 


1 
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that to do.the evils forbidden in the de- 
calogue is to ſin againſt God; yea, the 
parents and maſters are convinced there. 
of, whilſt they are inſtructing their chil- 
dren: How ſurpriſing then is it, that 
theſe ſame parents and maſters, and alſo 
their children when they grow up, ſhould 
conceive that they are not under that law 
of the decalogue, and that they cannot 
do the things preſcribed in that law! 
and can there be any other ground or 
reaſon for ſuch a conceit, but that they 
love the forbidden evils, and in conſe- 
quence love the falſes which favour 
them? Theſe therefore are they, who do 
not make the precepts of the decalogue 
precepts of religion: That the ſame 
perſons live without religion, will be 


ſeen in the DocrRINE CONCERNING 
Fairtn. 


65. All nations on the face of the 
earth, who have any religion, are in 
poſſeſſion of precepts fimilar to thoſe 

con- 
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contained in the decalogue; and all they 
who live according thereto, from a religi- 
ous principle, are ſaved; but all, who do 
not live according thereto from a religious 
principle, are damned: They who live 
according thereto from a religious princi- 
ple, being inſtructed after death by an- 
gels, receive truths, and acknowledge 
the Lord; the reaſon is, becauſe they 
ſhun evils as fins, and hence are prin- 
cipled in good, and good loves truth, 
and receives it from a love-deſire, as 
was ſhewn above, n. g2 to 41. This is 
meant by the Lord's words to the Jews, 
« The kingdom of God ſhall be taken from 
you, and ſhall be given to a nation bringing 
forth fruits, Matt. xxi. 43; and alſo by 
theſe words, «© When the Lord of the 
vineyard cometh, he ſhall deſtroy the wicked, 
and ſhall let out his vineyard unto other huf- 
bandmen, who ſhall render him-the fruits 
in their ſeaſon,” Matt. xxi. 40, 41; and 
by theſe, „ I ſay unto you that many ſhall 


come from the eaſt and the weſt, and from 
the 
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the north and the fouth, and ſhall ſit down 
in the kingdom of God; but the ſons of 
the kingdom ſhall be caſt into outer dar- 


neſs, Matt. viii. 11, 12. Luke xiii. 


29. 


66. We read in Mark, that « a certain 
rich perſon came to Jeſus, and aſked 
him, what he ſhould do to inherit eternal 
life? To whom Jeſus replied, „Thou 
knoweſt the commandment, thou ſhalt 
not commit adultery, thou ſhalt not kill, 
thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs, thou 
ſhalt not ſteal, honour, thy father and 
mother: He anſwering ſaid, « All theſe 
things I have kept from my :youth'”? 
Jeſus looked at him and loved him: He 
ſaid nevertheleſs, © One thing thou lack- 
eſt, go thy way; ſell whatſoever thou haſt, 
and give to the poor; thus thou ſhalt have 
treaſure in the heavens, and come, take 
up the croſs, and follow Me,” x. 17 to 
22. It is ſaid that Jeſus loved him, and 
this becauſe he ſaid he had kept thoſe 
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commandments from his youth; but 
whereas he lacked three things, viz. that 
he had not removed his heart from 
riches, that he had not fought againſt 
concupiſcencies, and that he had not as 
yet acknowledged the Lord to be God, 
therefore the Lord ſaid unto him, that he 
ſhould fell all that he had, whereby is 
meant, that he ſhould remove his heart 
from riches; that he ſhould take up the 
croſs, whereby is meant, that he ſhould 
fight againſt concupiſcencies; and that 
he ſhould follow Him, by which is meant, 


that he ſhould acknowledge the Lord to 


be God: 'The Lord here ſpake, as in all 


other caſes, by correſpondencies, ſee the 


DocTRINE CONCERNING THE SACRED 
SCRIPTURE, N. 17. For no one can ſhun 
evils as fins, -unleſs he acknowledges the 
Lord, and approaches him, and unleſs 
he fights againſt evils, and thus removes 
concupiſcencies. But more will be ſaid 
on this ſubject in the article concerning 
combats againſt evils. 

| That 
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That ſo far as any one ſhuns Mur- 
ders of every Kind as Sins, ſo 


far he hath Love towards his 


Neighbour, 


7-B* murders of every kind are un- 
derſtood alſo enmities, hatreds, 

and revenges of every kind, which 
breathe a murderous purpoſe; for therein 
murder lieth hid, as fire under embers; 
the iniernal fire is nothing elſe but ſuch 
a murderous ſpirit, and it is from this 
ground that men are ſaid to burn with 
hatred and revenge; theſe are murders 
in a natural ſenſe: But by murders in a 
ſpiritual ſenſe are meant all the methods 
of killing and deſtroying the ſouls of 
men, which are various and manifold: 
But by murder in a ſupreme ſenſe is 
meant to hate the Lord. Theſe three 
kinds of murder make one, and cohere 
together, for whoſoever is diſpoſed to kill 
the 
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the body of man in this world, he is 
allo diſpoſed after death to kill the foul 
of man, and even to deſtroy the Lord, 
for he burns with anger againſt the 
Lord, and is defirous to put out his 
name, 


68. Theſe kinds of murders lie con- 


cealed inwardly with man from his birth, 
but ſtill he is taught from his infancy to 
cover them over with civility and mora- 
lity, which he muſt needs practiſe in his 
converſation with mankind, and ſo far 
as he loves honour or gain, ſo far he is 
watchful over himſelf leſt his murderous 
i iclinations ſhould appear; this is effected 
by man with reſpe& to his external part, 
whilſt nevertheleſs his internal conſiſts of 
the above kinds of murders: Such is 
the real nature and quality of man in 
himſelf: Now whereas he lays aſide his 
external part with the body when he dies, 
and retains his internal, it is evident what 

| a devil 
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a devil he muſt become unleſs he be 
reformed. 


69. Inaſmuch as the aforeſaid kinds 
of murders lie concealed inwardly with 
man from his birth, as was obſerved 
above, and together with them thefts of 
every kind, and falſe witneſs of every 
kind, with the concupiſcencies prompt- 


ing thereto, concerning which more will 


be ſaid preſently, it is evident, that unleſs 
the Lord had provided means. of refor- 
mation, man muſt needs have periſhed 
eternally. The means of reformation 
which the Lord hath provided are 
theſe; that man 1s born in- mere 1gno- 
rance; that whilſt an infant he is kept 
in a ſtate of external innocence; ſoon 
after in a ſtate of external charity, and 
then in a ſtate of external friendſhip; 
but as he cometh into the exerciſe of 


the thinking principle, by virtue of his 


underſtanding, he is kept in a certain 
freedom of acting according to reaſon; 
this 
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this is the ſtate which was deſcribed 
above, n. 19, and which we ſhall here 
tranſcribe with a view to what follows; 


«c 


80 


it runs thus: 


« Man, during his abode in the world, 
is in the midſt between heaven and 
hell; beneath is hell, and above is 
heaven, and at the ſame time he is 
kept in the liberty of turning himſelf 
either to hell or heaven; if he turn- 
eth himſelf to hell, he turneth himſelf 
away from heaven, but if he turneth 


himſelf to heaven, he turneth himſelf 


away from hell. Or, what is the 
ſame thing, man, during his abode in 
the world, ſtands in the midſt be- 
tween the Lord and the devil, and is 
kept in the liberty of turning himſelf 
to one or the other; if he turns himſelf 
to the devil, he turns himſelf away 
from the Lord, but if he turns himſelf 
to the Lord, he turns himſelf away 
from the devil. Or, what is the ſame 

; « thing, 
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« thing, man, during his abode in the 
ce world, is in the midſt between evil 
« and good, and is kept in the liberty of 
« turning himſelf either to the one or to 
« the other; if he turneth himſelf to evil, 
« he turneth himſelf away from good, 
« but if he turneth himſelf to good, he 
« turneth himſelf away from evil.“ See 
the ſame above, n. 19; ſee alſo n. 20, 
21, 22. 


70. Inaſmuch then as evil and good 
are two oppoſites, in all reſpe&s like 
hell and heaven, or like the devil and 
the Lord, it follows, that if man ſhuns 
evil as fin, he comes into the good op- 
polite to the evil; the good oppoſite to 
the evil which is meant by murder is 
the good of neighbourly love. 


71. Inaſmuch as this good and that 
evil are oppoſites, it follows, that the 
latter is removed by the former; two op- 
poſites cannot abide together, as heaven 
| and 
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and hell cannot abide together: Suppoſe 
them to be together, there would reſult 
that lukewarm ſtate, of which it is writ- 
ten in the Revelation, © 7 know that thou 
art neither cold nor hot; I wifh thou wert 
cold or hot; but becauſe thou art lukewarm, 
and neither cold nor hot, I will ſpue thee 


out of my mouth,”* iii. 15, 16. 


72. When man is no longer in the 
evil of murder, but in the good of love 
towards his neighbour, then whatſoever 
he does is the good of that love, con- 
ſequently is a good work: A prieſt, for 
example, who is principled in that good, 
as often as he teaches and leads his flock, 
does a good work, becauſe he atts from 
a love of ſaving ſouls: A magiſtrate 
alſo, who is principled in that good, as 
often as he executes the laws of order 
and juſtice, does a good work, becauſe 
he acts from a love of his country, of 
the ſociety to which he belongs, and of 
his fellow=citizens: A merchant in like 

FX man- 
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manner, if he be principled in that good, 
doth a good work in all his concerns 
of merchandize, being influenced therein 
by the love of his neighbour, that is, 
of his country, of the ſociety to which 
he belongs, of his fellow-citizens, and 
alſo of his domeſtics, who are his real 
neighbours, and for whoſe good he pro- 
vides whilſt he is providing for his own 
good: A common labourer allo, who 
is principled in that good, labuurs faith- 
fully under it's influence, for others as 
for himſelf, fearing his neighbour's loſs 
as his own. The reaſon why all the 
deeds done by ſuch are good works, is, 
becauſe ſo far as any one ſhuns evil, fo 
far he does good, according to the gene- 
ral law above ſtated, n. 21; and he who 


ſhuns evil as fin, does good not from 


himſelf, but from the Lord, n. 18 to 31. 
It is otherwiſe with him, who does not 
regard murders of every kind as fins, 
whether they be enmities, hatreds, re- 
venges, and other evils of a like nature; 

* what- 


—_—_ — 
— * 


98 THE DOCTRINE OF LIFE 


whatever is done by ſuch a perſon, be he 
a prieſt, or a magiſtrate, or a merchant, 
or a common labourer, is not a good 
work, becauſe every work done by ſuch 
an one partakes of the evil which is in- 
wardly in him, for his internal [part or 
principle] is what produces or gives birth 
to the work, the external whereof may 
poſſibly be good, but for others, not for 


himſelf. 


73. The Lord gives inſtruction con- 
cerning the good of love in many pal- 
lages in the Word, and teaches it par- 
ticularly in Matthew by reconcihation 
with our neighbour in theſe words, 


« If thou offereſt thy giſt upon the altar, 
and there remembereſt that thy brother hath 


any thing againſt thee ; leave there thy gift 
before the altar, and firſt go be reconciled to 
thy brother, then come and offer thy giſt; 
agree with thine adverſary whilſt thou art 
in the way with him, leſt the adverſary 
deliver thee to the judge, and the judge 


deliver 
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deliver thee to the officer, and thou be caſt 
into priſon: Verily I jay unto thee, thou 
ſhall not come forth thence, until thou haſt 
paid the uttermoſt farthing,“ chap. v. 23 
to 28. To be reconciled to a brother is 
to ſhun enmity, hatred, and revenge; 
that it is to ſhun ſuch evils as ſins, is evi- 
dent. The Lord alſo teaches in Matthew, 
« Whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do 
unto you, even ſo do unto them, for this is the 
law and the prophets,” vii. 12; conſe- 
quently evil fhould not be done; not to 
mention many other paſlages to the ſame 
purport. The Lord allo teaches that 
murder conſiſts in being angry with a 
brother or a neighbour without a caule, 
and in accounting him as an enemy, 
Matt. v. 21, 22. 


E 2 Thai 
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That fo far as any one ſhuns Adul. 


teres of every Kind as Sins, ſo 
Jar he loves Chaſtity. | 


74. QL adultery, in the ſeventh com- 

mandment of the decalogue, in 
a natural ſenſe, is not only meant whore- 
dom, but alſo all obſcene acts, all 
wanton diſcourſe, and all filthy unclean 
thoughts; but by committing adultery 
in a ſpiritual ſenſe is meant, to adul- 
terate the good things of the Word, and 
to falſify it's truths; and in a ſupreme 
| ſenſe, by committing adultery is meant 
to deny the Lord's Divinity and to pro- 
fane the Word: Theſe are the ſeveral 
kinds of adultery. The natural man, 
by means of his rational light, may 
know, that by- adultery 1s meant every 
obſcene att, all wanton diſcourſe, and 
every filthy thought, but he doth not 


know that by committing adultery is alſo 
| menat, 


* 
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meant, to adulterate the good things of 
the Word, and to falſify it's truths; and 


ſtill leſs that it means the denying the 
Lord's Divinity and profaning the Word; 


hence he doth not know, that adultery is 


ſo great an evil, that it may be called 
eſſentially diabolical; for whoſoever is 


principled in natural adultery, is alſo in 
ſpiritual adultery, -and vice verſa: that 
this is the caſe,” will be demonſtrated in 
a particular treatiſe concerning Mak- 
RIAGE: But they are at once in adulteries 
of every kind, who by virtue of faith 
and life do not make adulteries fins. 


75. The reaſon why ſo far as any one 
uns adultery, ſo far he loves marriage, 


or what is the ſame thing, ſo far as any 
one ſhuns the laſctviouſneſs-of adultery, 
{o far he loves the chaſtity of marriage, 
is, becauſe the laſciviouſneſs of adultery 
and the chaſtity | of marriage are two 
oppoſites, wherefore ſo far as man is not 


in one, ſo far he is in the other: The 
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caſe in this reſpe& is as was deſcribed 
above, n. 70. 


76. It is impoſſible for any one to 
know what is the chaſtity of marriage, 
unleſs he ſhuns the laſciviouſneſs of 
adultery as lin; a man may know that in 
which he 1s, but he cannot know that in 
which he is not; if he knows any thing, 
in which he is not, by deſcription, or by 
thinking about it, ſtill he knows it only as 
in a ſhade of obſcurity, and involved in 
doubt, wherefore he doth not ſee it in a 
clear light, and extricated from doubt, 
until he is in it; in the latter caſe. there- 
fore he knows, but in the former caſe he 
may be faid to know and not to know. 
The truth is, that the laſciviouſneſs of 
adultery and the chaſtity of marriage 
compared with each other are like hell 
and heaven compared with each other, 
and that the laſciviouſneſs of adultery 
makes hell with man, and the chaſtity 
of marriage makes heaven with him. 


The 
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The chaſtity of marriage however 1s not 
given to abide with any one, unleſs he 
ſhuns the laſciviouſneſs of adultery as 
ſin; See below, n. 111. 


77. From what hath been ſaid it may 


without ambiguity be concluded and 


ſeen, whether a man be a Chriſtian or 


not, yea, whether he hath any religion or 
not: For whoſoever by virtue of faith 
and life doth not make adulteries fins, 
he is not a Chriſtian, neither hath he any 
religion: But on the other hand, who- 
ſoever ſhuns adulteries as fins, eſpecially 


if he has an averſion thereto in conſide- 


ration of their being fins, and ſtill more 
if he abominates them on that account, 
he hath religion, and if he be in the 
Chriſtian church, he is a Chriſtian. But 
more will be ſeen on this ſubjett in the 
Treatiſe concerning MARRTIACGE: In the 
mean time ſee what is ſaid upon it in the 
Treatiſe on HEAVEN AND HELL, n. 366 
to 380. 

E 4 78. That 
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78. That by adulteries are alſo meant 
obſcene atts, looſe wanton diſcourſe, and 
filthy thoughts, appears plain from the 
Lord's words in Matthew, “ Ye have 
heard that it hath been faid by them of old 


time, thou ſhalt not commit adultery ; but 
T jay unto you, that whoſoever ſhall look upon 


a woman to luſt-after her, hath already com- 
matted adultery with her in his heart,” v. 
27, 28. 


79. That by committing adultery, in 
a ſpiritual ſenſe, is meant to adulterate 
the good of the Word, and to falſify it's 
truth, appcars from the following pal. 
lages, © Babylon hath made all nations 
drink of the wine of her fornication,” Rev. 
xiv. 8. © The angel ſaid, I will ſhew thee 
the judgment of the great whore, that ſitteth 
upon many, waters, with whom the Rings 


of the earth have committed whoredom,” 
Rev. xvli. 1, 2. © All nations have drunk 


of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, 
and the kings Y the earth have committed 


whore- 
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whoredom with her,“ Rev. xviii. 3. * God 
hath judged the great. whore, who corrupted 
the earth with her whoredom,”” Rev. xix. 2. 
Whoredom is ſpoken of in regard to 
Babylon, becauſe by Babylon are meant 
thoſe, who arrogate to themſelves the 
divine power of the Lord, and profane 
the Word by adulterating and falſifying 
it; wherefore alſo Babylon is called «the 
mother of whoredoms and of abominations 
of the earth,” Rev. xvii. 5. The ſame 


is ſignified by whoredom in the prophets, 


as in Jeremiah, *I have ſeen an horrible 
thing in the prophets of Feruſalem ; they 
commit adultery and walk in lies,” xxiii. 
14. So in Ezechiel, © Two women the 
daughters of one mother committed whore- 
dom in Egypt, they committed whoredom in 
their youth : One committed whoredom under 
me; ſhe doated on her lovers the Aſſyrians 
her nerghbours ; ſhe committed her whore- 
doms upon them; yet ſhe forſook not her 
whoredoms in Egypt. The other corrupted 
her love more than the former, and her 

E 5 whore- 
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whoredoms more than the whoredoms of her 


fefter ; ſhe added to her whoredoms, ſhe 


loved the Chaldeans; the Sons of Babel 
[Babylon] came to her to the bed of love 
and polluted her by their whoredom,” xxiii. 
2 to 17; theſe words relate to the Ifrael- 
itiſh and Jewiſh church, which are called 
the daughters of one mother; by their 
whoredoms are meant the adulterations 
and falſifications of the Word; and 
whereas in the Word by Egypt is ſignified 
ſcience, by Aﬀyria reaſoning, by Chal- 
dea the profanation of truth, and by 
Babel the profanation of good, therefore 


it is ſaid that they committed whore- 


doms with thoſe nations. The like 1s 
ſaid in Ezechiel concerning Jeruſalem, 


whereby is ſignified the church as to 


doctrine, „Thou didſt truſt to thy beauty, 
and committed whoredom becauſe of thy re- 


nown, ſo that thou pouredſt out thine whore- 


| doms on every one that paſſed by ; thou haſt 


committed whoredom with the Sons of Egypt 
thy neighbours, great in fleſh, and haſt 


Mul- 
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multiplied by whoredom; thou haſt com- | 
matted whoredom with the Sons of the Aſſy- 
rian; and when thou waſt not ſatisfied with 
thoſe with whom thou commitedſt whoredom, 
thou multipliedſt thy whoredom even to Chal- 
dea the land of merchandize: An adul.- 
terous woman hath received ftrangers in- 
ſtead of her huſband: All give a reward 
to their whores, but thou haſt given re- 
wards to all thy lovers, that they may come 
to thee in thy circuit in thy whoredoms : 


Wherefore, O harlot, hear the word of j 
Jehova, xvi. 15. 26. 28, 29. 32, 33- a 
35; that by Jeruſalem is meant the [ 
church, may be ſeen in the Doc rRIXE | 
concerning the Lox, n. 62, 63; the | 
like is ſignified by whoredoms in Iſaiah, F 
chap. Xxxiii. 17. Chap. Ivii. 3; and in 9 
Jeremiah, chap. ii. 2. 6. 8, 9. Chap. 1 
v. 1. 7. Chap. xiii. 27. Chap. xxix. i 
23; and in Micah, chap. i. 7; and in 1 


Nahum, chap. iii. 4; and in Hoſea, 
chap. iv. 10, 11; and in Levit. xx. 5; 


and in Numbers xiv. 33. Chap. xv. 39: 
E 6 and 
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1 and in other places. For the fame rea- 
{on alſo the Jewiſh nation was called 
by the Lord © an adulterous generation,” 
Matt. xii. 39. Chap. xvi. 4. Mark 


viii. 38. 


That ſo far as any one ſhuns Thefts '' 
of every Kind as Sins, ſo far he 


loves Sincerity. 


ran in a natural ſenſe is not 
only meant to ſteal and to rob, 
but alſo to defraud, and under any pre- 
tence to take away from another the good 
things which belong to him: But by 
ſtealing in a ſpiritual ſenſe is meant, to 
deprive another of the truths of his faith, 
and of the good things of his charity: 
Whereas by ſtealing, in a ſupreme ſenſe, 
18 meant, to take away from the Lord 
what is his, whilſt man attributes to him- 
{elf what belongs to the Lord, and thus 
claims 


— — ET 
— — — 
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claims to himſelf righteouſneſs and me- 
rit: Theſe are thefts of every kind, and 
they alſo make one, as adulteries of 
every kind, and murders of every kind, 
ſpoken of above: The reaſon why they 


make one is, becauſe one is in the 
other. 


81. The evit of theft enters deeper 
into man than any other evil, becauſe it 
is joined together with deceit and cun- 
ning, and deceit and cunning inſinuate 
themſelves even into the ſpiritual mind of 
man, in which is his thinking principle 
with the underſtanding. That man hath 
a ſpiritual mind and a natural mind 
will be ſeen below. 


82. The reaſon why man loves ſin- 
cerity ſo far as he ſhuns theft as fin, 1s, 
becauſe theft is alſo fraud, and fraud 
and ſincerity are two oppoſites, where- 
fore ſo far as any one is not in fraud, fo 
far he is in ſincerity. 


83. By 


. 
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83. By ſincerity is alſo meant inte- 
grity, juſtice, faithfulneſs, and upright- 
neſs: Man cannot be principled in theſe 
virtues from himſelf, ſo as to love them 
by and for the ſake of them; but who- 
ſoever ſhunneth frauds, deceits, and 
cunning as fins, he hecomes thereby 
principled in thoſe virtues, not from 
himſelf, but from the Lord, as was ſhewn 
above, n. 18 to 32: This is true in re- 
gard to every one in his ſtation and of- 
fice, as in regard to a prieſt, to a magiſ- 
trate, to a judge, to a trader, and to a 
common labourer. | 


84. The ſame appears from many 
paſſages of the Word, as from the fol- 
lowing, «© Whoſoever walketh in righteouj- 
neſs, and ſpeaketh uprightneſſes ; whoſoever 
hateth oppreſſions for gain, and ſhaketh has 
hands from holding gifts ; who ſtoppeth has 
ears from hearing bloods, and ſhutteth his 
eyes leſt they ſhould fee evil; he ſhall dwell 
in heights,” Iſaiah xxxiti. 15, 16. © Je- 

khovah, 
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hovah, who ſhall dwell in thy tent, who 


ſhall inhabit in the mountain of thy holmes ? 
He that walketh upright and doeth righite- 
ouſneſs, he doth not backbite with his tongue, 
nor do evil to his companion,” Pſalm xv. 
1, 2, 3. Mine eyes are upon the faith- 
ful of the earth, that they may fit with me? 
he that walketh in the way of the upright, 
he ſhall miniſter unto me: There ſhall not fit 
in the midſt of mine houſe he that doeth 
deceit; he that ſpeaketh lies ſhall not ſtand 
in my fight: I will early deſtroy all the 
wicked of the land, to cut off from the 
city all that work muguity,”” Pſalm ci. 6, 


7. . 


That every one is inſincere, unjuſt, 
unfaithful, and not upright, unleſs he be 
inwardly ſincere, juſt, faithful, and up- 
right, the Lord teaches in theſe words, 


« Except your righteoujneſs ſhall exceed 


that of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall 
not enter into the kingdom of the heavens,” 


Matt. v. 20; by the righteouſneſs which 
ex- 


— - r 
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exceedeth that of the Scribes and Phari- 
ſees is meant interior righteouſneſs, in 
which man is principled who is in the 
Lord: That man ought to be in the 
Lord, he himſelf teaches in John, “ The 


glory which thou haſt given me I have given 


ä ID SR 


— 


. 


them, that they may be one as we are one, I 


— — — 


in them, and thou in me, that they may be 
perfect in One; and that the love with 
which thou haſt loved me may be in them, 
and I in them, xvii. 22, 23. 26; from 
whence it is evident, that they are perfect 
when the Lord is in them. Theſe are 
they who are called © the pure in heart, 
who ſhall fee God ; and perfect as their fa- 
ther in the heavens,” Matt. v. 8. 48. 
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85. It was ſaid above, n. 81, that 
the evil of theft enters deeper with man 
than any other evil, becauſe it is joined 


together with deceit and cunning, and 
deceit and cunning inſinuate themſelves 
even into the mind of the ſpiritual man, 
in which is his thinking principle with 

| the 
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the underſtanding; wherefore it may be 
expedient here to ſay ſomewhat concern- 
ing the MIND of man: That the mind 
of man is his underſtanding and will 
together, may be ſeen above, n. 43. 


86. Man hath a natural mind and a 
ſpiritual mind; the natural mind is be- 
neath, and the ſpiritual mind is above: 
The natural mind is the mind of his 


world, and the. ſpiritual mind is the 


mind of his heaven“: The natural 
mind may be called animal mind, but 
the ſpiritual mind human mind; man 
is alſo diſtinguiſhed from a mere animal 
by this, that he hath a ſpiritual mind, 
whereby he hath a capacity of being in 


hea- 


* It was a docttine amongſt the ancient philoſo- - 


phers, that man is a MicRocosM, or little world, 
in which the great world is pourtrayed in minia- 
ture. Thus, as in the great world there is an 


inward or ſpiritual world, and an outward or 
natural world, ſo it is with the little world of 


man; his inward or ſpiritual part is what is here 
called 


he nd — — U—— * 77 
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heaven during his abode in the world : 
It is likewiſe by virtue of this mind that 
man liveth after death. 


Man hath a capacity of being with his 
underſtanding in the ſpiritual world, 
and thence in heaven, but he cannot with 
the will be in the ſpiritual world, and 
thence in heaven, unleſs he ſhuns evils 
as ſins; and unleſs he be alſo with the 
will in heaven, he is not in heaven, for 
the will draws the underſtanding down- 
wards, and cauſes it to be alike animal 
and natural as itſelf. 


Man may be compared to a garden, 
the underſtanding to light, and the will 


called his heaven, and his outward or natural 
part is what our author calls his world: Each 
of theſe parts has its reſpective mind, or ruling 
ſpirit; and it is according to this idea, that man's 
natural mind is here called by the author the mind 
of his world, or outward part, and his ſpiritual 
mind the mind of his heaven, or of his inward 
part. 


to 
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to heat; a garden 1s in light, and not 
at the ſame time in heat during wmter, 
but it 1s in light and heat together dur- 
ing ſummer: Man, therefore, who is in 
the light of underſtanding alone, 1s as 
a garden in the winter ſeaſon; but he 
who is in the light of the underſtanding 
and at the ſame time in the warmth of 
the will, is as a garden in the ſummer 
ſeaſon. The underſtanding alſo is wiſe 
by virtue of ſpiritual light, and the 
will loves by virtue of ſpiritual heat; 
for ſpiritual light is the divine wiſ- 
dom, and ſpiritual heat is the divine 
love. | 


So long as man doth not ſhun evils 
as fins, the concupiſcencies of evils 
cloſe up the interiors of the natural mind 
on the part of the will, which are there 
as a denſe veil, and as a dark cloud be- 
neath the ſpiritual mind, and prevent the 
ſpiritual mind from being opened : But 


as ſoon as man ſhuns evils as fins, then 
the 


„ 
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the Lord flows in out of heaven, and re- 
moves the veil, and diſperſes the cloud, 
and opens the ſpiritual mind, and thereby 
lets man into heaven. 


So long as the concupiſcencies of evils 
cloſe up the interiors of the natural mind, 
as was ſaid, ſo long man is in hell; but 
as ſoon as thoſe concupiſcencies are diſ- 
perſed by the Lord; man is in heaven. 
Further; ſo long as the concupiſcencies of 
evils cloſe up the interiors of the natural 
mind, ſo long man is merely natural; but 
as ſoon as thoſe concupiſcencies are diſ- 
perſed by the Lord, he becomes a ſpiritual 
man. Again; ſo long as the concupiſ- 
cencies of evils cloſe up the interiors 
of the natural mind, ſo long man is a 
mere animal, differing only in this, that 
he hath power to think and ſpeak, even 
concerning ſuch things as he doth not 
ſee with his eyes, which is a conſequence 
of the faculty he enjoys of elevating his 
underſtanding into the light of heaven; 

but 
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but as ſoon as thoſe concupiſcencies are 
diſperſed by the Lord, man becometh 
man, becauſe he then thinks what is true 
in the underſtanding by virtue ef what 
is good in the will. Laſtly; ſo long as 
the concupiſcencies of evils cloſe up the 
interiors of the natural mind, ſo long 
man is as a garden in the winter ſea- 
ſon; but as ſoon as thoſe concupiſcencies 
are diſperſed by the Lord, he is like a 
garden in the time of ſummer, 


The conjunction of the will and the 
underſtanding with man is meant in the 


Word by heart and ſoul, and by heart 
and ſpirit, as where it is ſaid that “ God 
{ſhould be loved out of the whole heart 
and out of the whole foul,” Matt. xxii. 35; 
and that“ God would give a new heart, 
and a new ſpirit,” Ezech. xi. 19. Chap. 
xxxvi. 26, 27; by heart is meant the 
will and its love, and by foul, and 
by ſpirit, the underſtanding and its 
wiſdom. 


That 
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| Mat fo far as any one ſhuns falſe 
| Witneſs of every Kind as Sins, ſo 
| far he loves Truth. 


87. QW bearing falſe witneſs, in a na- 
tural ſenſe, is not only meant to 

att in the character of a falſe witneſs, 
but alſo to lie and to defame: By bearing 
falſe witneſs in a ſpiritual ſenſe is meant, 
to aſſert and endeavour to perſuade others 
that what is falſe is true, and that what is 
evil is good, and vice verſa: But in a ſu- 
preme ſenſe by bearing falſe witneſs is 
meant to blaſpheme the Lord and the 
Word: This it is to bear falſe witneſs 
in a threefold ſenſe. That theſe ſeveral 
kinds of falſe witneſs make one with 
every man who adts as a falſe witneſs, 
who tells a lie, and defames his neigh- 
bour, may appear from what was ſhewn 


in the DocTRINE CONCERNING THE SA- 
CRED SCRIPTURE, in relation to the 
three- 
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three-fold ſenſe of all that is contained in 
the Word, n. 5, 6, 7. and 57. 


88. Inaſmuch as a lie and truth are 
two oppolites, it follows, that ſo far as 
any one ſhuns a lie as fin, ſo far he loves 
truth. 


89. So far as any one loves truth, ſo 
far he is deſirous to know it, and fo far 
he is in heart affected when he finds it; 
nor can any other attain unto wiſdom ; 
and ſo far as he loves to do the truth, fo 
far he is made ſenſible of the pleaſantneſs 
of the light in which the truth is. The 
caſe is ſimilar in reſpe& to the, ſubjetts 
ſpoken of above; as in reſpett to ſince- 
rity and juſtice with him who ſhuns 
thefts of every kind; in reſpe& to 
chaſtity and purity with him who. ſhuns 
adulteries of every kind; and in reſpect 
to love and charity with him who ſhuns 
murders of every kind, &c. But he 
who is in the oppoſites knows nothing 

con- 
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concerning theſe virtues, when yet they 


contain every thing that deſerves the 


name of reality. 


90. It is truth which is meant by 
ſeed in the field, concerning which the 
Lord ſpeaks in theſe words, “ 4 ſower 
went out to ſow, and as he fowed, ſome fell 
by the way-ſide, which was trodden under 


foot, and the fowls of heaven devoured it, 


and ſome fell upon ſtony ground, but as ſoon 
as it was ſprung up it withered away, be- 


cauſe it lacked moi ſture; and ſome fell no 


the midſt of thorns, and the thorns ſprang 
up with it and choaked it ; and other fell upon 
good ground, and ſprang up, and bare fruit 
an hundred fold,“ Luke viii. 5 to 8. Matt. 
X111. 3 to 8. Mark iv. 3 to 8. The 
ſower here 1s the Lord, and the ſeed is 
his Word, conſequently it is truth; the 
ſeed by the way-ſide is with thoſe who 
have no concern about truths; the feed 
on ſtony ground is with thoſe who have 


a concern about truth, but not for its 
own 
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own ſake, conſequently who have no in- 


ward concern about it; the ſeed in the 
midſt of thorns is with thoſe who are in 
the concupiſcencies of evil; but the ſeed 
in the good ground 1s with thoſe, who 
by virtue of the Lord's influence love the 
truths contained in the Word, and prac- 
tiſe them in dependance on the Lord, 
and thus bring forth fruit: That this 1s 
the meaning of the parable, appears from 
the Lord's explication of it, Matt. xm. 
19 to 23. Mark iv. 14 to 20. Luke 


viii. 11 to 15. Hence it is evident that 
the truth of the Word cannot take root 


with thoſe, who have no concern about 
truth; nor with thoſe, who. love truth 
outwardly and not inwardly; nor with 
thoſe who are in the concupiſcencies of 
evil; but with thoſe, in whom the con- 
cupilcencies of evil are diſperſed by the 
Lord: Seed, that is, Truth, is rooted in 
the laſt in their ſpiritual mind, concern- 
ing which mind ſee above, n. 86, 


F 91. It 
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91. It is a prevailing notion at this 
day, that ſalvation conſiſts in believing 
this or that dottrine of the church, and 
has no connection with doing the com- 
mandments of the decalogue, (which 
are, not to kill, not to, commit adultery, 
not to ſteal, not to bear falſe witneſs, 
both in a confined and extended ſenſe) 
for it 1s urged, that works are not re- 
garded, but faith from God; when ne- 
vertheleſs the truth is, that fo far as any 
one is in thoſe evils, ſo far he is void of 
faith, as was ſhewn above, n. 42 to 52. 
For conſult your reaſon, and confider 
well, whether any murderer, adulterer, 
thief and falle witneſs, ſo long as he 
is in the concupiſcence of ſuch evils, 
can have faith: and further, whether 


the concupilcence of ſuch evils can pol- 
fibly be otherwiſe diſperſed than by not 
willing to do them becaule they are fins, 
that is, becauſe they are infernal and dia- 
bolical; wherefore, whoſoever ſuppoſeth 
that ſalvation conſiſts in believing this or 
that 


24 
4227 


FOR THE NEW JERUSALEM. 123 1 


that church doctrine, and is ſtill in the 
concupiſcence of murder, of adultery, 
of theft, and of falſe witneſs, muſt needs | 
come under the deſcription of that 1 
fooliſh one mentioned by the Lord in 1 
Matthew, Chap. vii. 26. Such a church 
is thus deſcribed in Jeremiah, “ Stand in 


the gate of the houfe of Fehovah, and pro- 
claim there his word: Thus faith Jehovah © 1 
of Hoſts the God of Ißracl, amend your ways 
and your works ; truſt ye not in the words | 
of a lye, ſaying, the temple of Jehovah, the | 
1 temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah, 4 
are theſe: Will ye ſteal, murder, and commit 

adultery, and ſwear by a lye, and come and 

| ſtand before Me in this houſe, on which my | 

name is named, and ſay, we are delivered, | 

whilſt ye do thoſe abominations? Is this 

| houſe become a den of robbers? Behold, 
even I have ſeen, faith TOO ” wk 2,9, | 
4. 9, 10, 11. 
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1 That it is not poſſible for any * 
td ſhun Evils as Sins, ſo that he 


may hold them mwardly in aver- 


| fron, except by Combats againſt 


them. 8 


os muſt appear plain to every one, 
both from the Word and from 


dottrine thence deduced, that the pro- 


4 priety, or ſelf of man, is by birth evil, 


and that in conſequence thereof, by in- 
nate concupilcence, he loves evils, and 
is hurried on to the commiſſion thereof, 
as to revenge, to fraud, to defamation, 
and adultery; and in caſe he does not 
think that they are ſins, and on that ac- 
count reſiſts them, he commits them as 


often as opportunity offers, if ſo be he 
can do it ſafely, without loſs of gain 
and reputation. Add to this, that he 
hath a delight in doing evil, unleſs he be 
under religious influence. 
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93. Inaſmuch as this propriety, or 
ſelf of man, conſtitutes the firſt root of 
his life, it is evident what a tree man 
would become, if that root ſhould re- 
main unextirpated, and no new root 
ſhould be implanted; he would be a rot- 
ten tree, of which it is ſaid, that it is 
to be cut down and caſt into the fire, 
Matt. 1. 10. Chap. vii. 19. This 
root is not removed, and a new one im- 
planted in it's ſtead, unleſs man regards 
the evils, which conſtitute the root, as 
deſtructive to his foul, and on that ac- 
count is deſirous to remove them; but 
inaſmuch as they appertain to his propri- 
ety, and conſequently are delightful to 
him, he cannot remove them without 
a degree of unwillingneſs, and of 


ſtruggle againſt them, and thus of 
combat. 


94. Every one who believes that there 
is a hell and a heaven, and that heaven 


is eternal felicity, and that hell is eternal 


F 3 infe- 
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infelicity, and who believes further, that 
they go to hell who commit evils, and 
they to heaven who do what is good, is 
brought into a ſtate of combat; and he 
who 1s in combat, atts from an interior 
principle, and in oppoſition to the eſſen- 
tial concupiſcence which conſtitutes the 
root of evil; for whoſoever is engaged 
in combat againſt any thing, doth not 
will or deſire that thing, and to have 
concupiſcence is to vill and deſire. 
Hence it is evident, that the root of 
evil can be removed only by combat 
againſt it. 


95. So far therefore as any one fights 
againſt evil, and thereby removes it, ſo 
far good ſucceeds in it's place, and by 
virtue of good ſo far he looks evil in 
the face, and then ſees it to be infernal 
and horrible; and having made this diſ- 
covery he not only ſhuns it, but alſo 
holds it in averſion, and at length abo- 


minates it. | 
96. The 
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96. The man who fights againſt 
evils, muſt needs fight as from himſelf; 
otherwiſe he doth not fight, but ſtands like | 
a piece of clock-work, ſeeing nothing f 
and acting nothing, in which ſtate his 
thoughts having their ground in evil 
are directed in favour of evil, and not 
againſt it. But ſtill it is well to be at- 

tended to, that the Lord alone fights in 
man againſt evils, and that it only ap- 
pears to man as if he fought of himſelf, 
and that the Lord is willing it ſhould ap- 
pear ſo, inaſmuch as without ſuch ap- 
pearance there could be no combat, and 
conſequently no reformation. 


97. Such combat is not grievous, 
except to thoſe Who have given free and 1 
deliberate indulgence to their concupil- 4 
cencies; and alſo to thoſe, who have con- 1 
firmed themſelves in rejecting the holy 
things of the Word and of the church; f 
to others it is not grievous; let them but l 
reſiſt evils in intention only once in a 

F 4 week, 
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week, or a fortnight, and they will per- 
ceive a change. 


98. The Chriſtian church is called 
the church militant, and it can be called 
militant for no other reaſon than as 
fighting againſt the devil, conſequently 
againſt the evils which are from hell; 
for hell is the devil. This combat con- 
faſts in the temptations which each mem- 
ber of the church endures. 


99. The combats againſt evils, which 
are temptations, are treated of in many 
places in the Word, and are underſtood 
by theſe words of the Lord, “ Verily 1 
ſay unto you, except a grain of wheat falling 
into the earth. die, it abideth alone, but if 
it die, it beareth much fruit, John x11. 
24; and alſo by theſe, © Whoſfoever will , 
come aſter me, let him renounce himſelf, and 
take up his croſs, and follow me. Whoſjo- 
ever will ſave his life ſhall loſe it; but 


whoſoever ſhall loſe his life for my ſake and 
the 
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the goſpel, the ſame ſhall ſave it, Mark 
viii. 34, 35; by crols is underſtood 
temptation, as alſo in Matt. x. 38. 
Chap. xvi.. 24. Mark x. 21. Luke xiv. 
27; by life is meant the life of man's 
propriety or ſelfhood, as alſo in Matt. 
X. 39. Chap. xvi. 25. Luke ix. 24; 
and particularly John xii. 25; which 
is alſo the life of the fleſh that profiteth 
nothing, John vi. 63. Concerning 
combats againſt evils, and victories over 
them, the Lord ſpeaks to the Churches 
in the Revelation; as to the Cyuurcun IN 
ErpHESsUS, “ To him that overcometh will 
JI give to eat of the tree of life, which is 
in the midſt of the paradiſe of God, Rev. 
11. 7; and to the CHURCH IN SMYRNA, 
« He that overcometh ſhall not be hurt in the 
ſecond death,” Rev. ii. 11; and to the 
CHURCH In PERGAMoOs, © To him that 
overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden 
manna, and will give him a white ſtone, 
and on the ſtone a new name written, which 
no one knoweth except him that receiveth,“ 


F5 Rev. 
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Rev. 11.17; and to the CHurcy in Try- 


ATIRA, © He that overcometh, and keepeth 
my works unto the end, to him will I give 
, fower over the nations, and I will give him 


the morning ſtar, Rev. ii. 26. 28; and 
to the CHURCH IN SARD1s, «© Him that 
overcometh will I make a pillar in the tem- 
ple of my God, and I will write upon him 
the name of my God, and the name of the 


city of my God, the New Jeruſalem, which 


cometh down out of heaven from my God, 


and my new name, Rev. iii. 12; and 


to the ChuRCH IN LAODICEA, “ To him 
that overcometh will I groe to fit with me on 
my throne,”* Rev. iii. 27. 


100. The ſubjett of thoſe combats, 
which are temptations, may be ſeen par- 
ticularly treated of in the DocTRINE OE 
THE NEW-JERUSALEM, publiſhed in the 
year 1758, from n. 187 to n. 201. 
Whence they come and the nature of 
them, may be ſeen, n. 196, 197. How 
and when they happen, n. 198. What 

: good 
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good they effect, n. 199. That the 
Lord fights for man, n. 200. Concern- 
ing the Lord's combats or temptations, 


n. 201. 


That Man ought to ſnun Evils as 
Sms, and to fight againſt them as 


from hamſelf*. 


101. II is of the divine order that man 
ſhould att from a principle of 
freedom according to reaſon, inaſmuch 


as this is to act of himſelf. Neverthe- 
leſs, 


* The doctrine of the neceſſity of divine affiſt- 
ance to deliver and preſerve man from evil, and 
enable him to do what is really good and agree- 
able to the Divine Will, hath by many been 
thought to derogate from human liberty, and to 
reduce mankind to mere machines; but that with- 
out Divine Help we can do nothing, that every 
goud and perfect gift comes from Gop, and 
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leſs, . theſe two faculties, rREEDoM and 
REASON, are notman's own, independent 
of the Lord, but are his from the Lord; 
and ſo far as he is man, they are not 
taken away from him, inaſmuch as with- 


out them he cannot be reformed; for 


with- 


that we are what we are by his grace, is a truth 
not only taught us by revelation, but which may 
alſo be clearly demonſtrated by 'reaſon, and hath 
its full undeniable proof in the experience of thoſe 
who gre taught of God, and are Chriſtians indeed, 
On the other hand, it is ſufficiently clear, as well 
from Scripture, as from reaſon and experience, 
that mankind have liberty, or are free agents ;— 
the Scriptures throughout ſuppoſe this liberty in 
man, and apply to it;—life and good, death and 
evil are declared to be ſet before him, and he is 
called upon to chuſe one, and refuſe the other ;— 
plainly ſhewing, that he hath the power to deliberate 


and chuſe what to do, which power mankind by 
common conſent call liberty, 


The author's diſtinction, that in avoiding evils 
as ſins, man ought to exert himſelf as OF H1M- 
SELF, is more extenſively inſtructive, than might 


at 
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without them he cannot do the work of 


' repentance, he cannot fight againſt 


evils, and afterwards bring forth fruits 
worthy of repentance. Whereas then 


at firſt ſight be apprehended, as it clearly recon- 
ciles any ſeeming repugnance between thoſe two 
great truths, the continual influence of divine good- 
neſs upon the human mind, and the free agency 
of man, not from a liberty independent of Him in 
whom he lives, moves, and has his being, but from 
a continual gift from the fountain of all life and 
liberty ;—ſo that he cannot truly be ſaid to act 


of HIMSELF, but AS OF HIMSEL F;—which 


diſtinction aſcribes all the power and wiſdom of his 
actions to God, and at the ſame time ſupports the 
practical truths, that man ought to exert himſelf 
in oppolition to evil ;—that he ought to keep his 
heart with diligence, to make his calling and e- 
lection ſure ;—and that fortitude, ſelf-denial, repen- 
tance, diligence, and circumſpection, are quite con- 
ſiſtent with that continual dependance on God, that 
truſting in his help and preſervation, and that de- 
votedneſs to his will, which is the reaſonable ſer- 


vice, and ſolid happineſs of the truly humble and 
pious Chriſtian, 
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freedom and reaſon are man's from the 
Lord, and man atts by thoſe principles, 


it follows, that he does not act of him- 


ſelf, but as of himſelf *. 


102. The Lord loves man, and is 
deſirous to dwell with him, nor can he 
love him and dwell with him, unleſs he 
be received and reciprocally loved; this 
is the only poſſible ground of conjunc- 
tion: For this reaſon the Lord hath given 
man freedom and reaſon, freedom to 
think and will as from himſelf, and rea- 
ſon to direct him in ſuch thinking and 
willing; it is not poſſible to love any one 
and be joined to him, unleſs there be 
ſomewhat of reciprocal love and deſire 
of conjunction on his part; nor is it poſ- 


* That man hath freedom from the Lord, may be 
ſeen above, n. 19, 20; and in the Treatiſe on HEA- 
VEN and HELL, n, 589 to 596, and n. 597 to 603. 
What freedom is, may be ſeen in the DOCTRINE OF 
THE NEW JERUSALEM, n. 141 to 149. 


ſible 
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ſible to enter into any one, and abide 
with him, unleſs there be reception : 
Inaſmuch as reception and reciproca- 
lity * in man are from the Lord, there- l 
fore the Lord faith, “ Abide in me, and I 1 
in you, John xv. 4. He that abideth in 
me, and I in him, the ſame beareth much 
Fruit, John xv. 5. In that day ye 
Hall know that ye are in me, and I in you, 
John xiv. 20. That the Lord is in the 
truths and good things which man re- 
ceives, and which abide with him, he 


* By RECIPROCALITY, let it be noted, is here 
meant man's power of joining himſelf on his part 
with the Lord. There is no other word in our lan- 
guage to expreſs this power, and yet there is great 
need of ſuch a word, inaſmuch as it is very plain 
from Holy Scripture, that man poſſeſſes ſuch a pow- 

> - er, and that it is the Lord's continual gift to-him 
for ſalvation, The doctrine concerning RECEPTION 
and RECIPROCALITY, as here aſſerted by our 

author, is of the greateſt importance, and de- 


mands the moſt ſerious attention of the Chriſtian 
reader 


alſo 
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alſo teaches in theſe words, */ ye abide 
in me, and my words abide in you; if ye 
keep my commandments, ye ſhall abide in my 
love, John xv. 7. 10. © He that hath 
my commandments, and doeth them, he it is 
that loveth me, and I will love him, and 
will make my abode with him,” John xiv. 
21. 23; thus the Lord dwells in his own 
with man, and man in- thoſe things 
which are from the Lord, and thus in the 


Lord. 


103. Inaſmuch as there 1s with man 
from the Lord this reciprocality, and 
power of application on his part, and 
conſequent mutual tendency to conjunc- 
tion, therefore the Lord ſaith, that man 
ſhould do the work of repentance, 
which no one can do but as from himſelf; 
« Feſus ſaid, except ye do the work of re- 
pentance, ye /hall all periſh,” Luke x11. g. 
5. © Teſus ſaid, the kingdom of God is at 
hand, do the work of repentance, and be- 
lieve the goſpel,” Mark i. 14, 15. © Jeſus 


faid, 


* 


* FOR. THE NEW JERURALEM., 137 


faid, I am come to call ſinners to repentance,” 

Luke v. 32. © Jeſus ſaid to the Churches, 
do the work of repentance,” Rev. ii. 5. 16. 
21, 22. Chap. iii. 3; alſo, © They re- 
pented not of their deeds,” Rev. xvi. 11. 


104. Inaſmuch as there is with man 
from the Lord this reciprocality, and 
power of application on his part, and 
conſequent mutual tendency to conjunc- 
tion, therefore the Lord injoins, that 
man ſhould do the commandments, and 
ſhould bring forth fruits, as in theſe 
words, Why call ye me Lord, Lord, 
and do not what I ſay? Luke vi. 46 to 49. 
« If ye know theſe things, bleſſed. are ye if 
ye do them, John xiii. 17. © Ye are my 
friends if ye do what I command you,” 
John xv. 14. © Whoſoever teacheth and 
doeth, ſhall be called great in the kingdom of 
the heavens,” Matt. v. 19. © Every one 
that heareth my words and doeth them, I will 
liken to a prudent man, Matt. vii. 24. 
* Bring forth fruits worthy of repentance,” 

| Matt. 
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Matt. iii. 8. Make the tree good and 
it's fruit good, Matt. xii. 33. The 
kingdom. ſhall be given to a nation bringing 
Forth the fruits thereof,” Matt. xxi. 43. 
« Every tree which beareth not good fruit, 
is cut down and caſt into the fire,” Matt. 
vii. 19; not to mention many other paſ- 
ſages to the ſame purport; from which it 
1s evident, that man ought to do good 
from himſelf, but by the Lord's power, 
which he ſhould implore; and this is to 
do good as of himſelf. 


105, Inaſmuch as there is with man 
from the Lord this reciprocality, and 
power of application on his part, and 
conſequent mutual tendency to conjunc- 
tion, therefore man is to render an ac- 
count of his works, and to be recompen- 
{ed according thereto; for the Lord ſaith, 
« The Son of Man ſhall come, and render to 
every one according to his deeds,” Matt. 
xvi. 27. © They who have done good ſhall 


come forth to the reſurrection of life, and 
they 


FOR” THE NEW JERUSALEM. 139 


they who have done evil to the reſurrection 
of judgment, John v. 22. Their works 
follow with them,” Rev. xiv. 13. AU 
were judged according to their works,” Rev. 
XX. 13. © Behold I come, and my reward 
is with me, that I may give to every one 
according to his works,”* Rev. xxii. 12. 
If there was no reciprocality with man, 
there would be no imputation. 


106. Inaſmuch as reception and re- 
ciprocality are with man, therefore the 
Church teaches, that man ſhould examine 
himſelf, ſhould confeſs his fins before 
God, ſhould deſiſt from them, and ſhould 
lead a new life: That this is taught by 


every church in Chriſtendom, may be 
ſeen above, n. 3 to 8. 


— 


107. In caſe man had no faculty of 
reception, and at the ſame time of 


thinking as from himſelf, nothing could 


have been ſaid in regard to faith, for 
neither is faith from man: Without ſuch 


faculty 
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faculty man would be like chaff in the 
wind, and would ſtand like ſomewhat 
inanimate,- with his mouth open and his 
hands hanging down, expetting divine 
influx, thinking nothing, and doing no- 
thing in the things which concern his 
ſalvation; He hath indeed from himſelf _ 
no power of activity in thoſe things, 
but ſtill he hath the power of re-acting 
from himſelf. 


But this matter will be ſet in a clearer 
light in the Treatiſe concerning AN E- 
Lic WISDOM. 


That 
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That if any one ſhuns Evils from 
any other Motive than becauſe 
they are Sins, he doth not ſhun 
them, but only prevents their 
appearing in the Hes of the 
World. 


108. HERE are moral men, who 
keep the commandments of 
the ſecond table of the Decalogue, being 
guilty neither of theft, or of blaſphemy, 
or of revenge, or of adultery; and ſuch 
of them as perſuade themſelves that ſuch 
things are evil, becauſe they are hurtful 
to the common good of the ſtate, and 
thereby contrary to the laws of humani- 
ty; they alſo live in the exerciſe of cha- 
rity, ſincerity, juſtice, and chaſtity. But 
if they practiſe theſe virtues, and ſhun 
thoſe evils, only becauſe they are evils, 
and not at the ſame time becauſe they are 
ſins, they are ſtill mere natural men, 
and with mere natural men the root of 


evil 
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evil remains ingrafted, and is not re- 
moved; wherefore the good attions they 
do are not good, becauſe done from 
themſelves. 


109. It is poſſible that the moral na- 
tural man may appear before men in the 
world altogether like the moral ſpiritual 
man, but he will not appear ſo before 
the angels in Heaven; for before the 
angels in Heaven, if he be principled in 
what is good, he appears as an image of 
wood, and if he be principled in what 
is true, as an image of marble, in which 
is no life; but it is otherwiſe with the 


moral ſpiritual man; for the moral na- 
tural man 1s externally moral, and the 
moral ſpiritual man is internally moral, 
and what is external without what is in- 
ternal is not alive; it lives indeed, but 
not the life which is called life. 


110. The concupiſcencies of evil, 


which form the interiors of man from 
his 
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his birth, are not removeable but by the 
Lord alone, for the Lord enters by in- 


flux from what is ſpiritual into what is 


natural, whereas man of himſelf aſcends 
from what is natural into what is ſpiritual 
and this influx 1s contrary to order, and 
does not operate upon concupiſcencies 
to the removal of them, but incloſes or 
ſhuts them in cloſer and cloſer in propor- 
tion as it confirms itſelf; And whereas 
hereditary evil thus lies concealed and 
ſhut up, after death, when man becomes 
a ſpirit, it burſts the covering with which 
it was covered in the world, and breaks 
out like an ulcerous fore which was only 
externally healed. 


111. There are various and manifold 
cauſes operating to render man moral in 
an external form, but if he be not alſo 
moral in an internal form, he is ſtill not 
moral: As for example; if a perſon 
abſtains from adultery and whoredom 
through fear of the civil law and it's 


penal. 
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penalties: or through fear of loſing his 
reputation and conſequently his proſpetts 
of worldly advancement; or through 
fear of diſeaſes which may be thereby 
contracted; or through fear of family 
broils, and the diſturbance of his private 
tranquillity ; or through fear of revenge 
exerciſed by the injured party; or from 
motives of poverty or of avarice; or 
from weakneſs occaſioned either by diſ- 
eaſe, or by exceſs, or by age, or by 
impotence; yea, if he abſtains from 
thoſe evils on account of any natural or 
moral law, and not at the ſame time on 
account of a ſpiritual law, he is till 
inwardly an adulterer and whoremonger ; 
for he nevertheleſs believes that thoſe 
evils are not fins, and conſequently he 
does not make them unlawful in his ſpi- 
rit before God, and thus in ſpirit he 
commits them, although not before the 
worid in the body; wherefore after 
death, when he becomes a ſpirit, he 
openly declares in favour of them. 


Hence 
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Hence it is evident, that a wicked perſon 
may ſhun evils as being hurtful, but 
that none but a chriſtian can ſhun them 
as being ſinful. 


112. The caſe is ſimilar in reſpett to 
thefts and frauds of every kind; and 
| alſo in reſpett to every kind of murder 
5 1 and revenge, of falſe witneſs and lies; 
no one can be cleanſed and purified from 
them of himſelf: for there are infinite 
concupiſcencies innate in every one, 
which man doth not ſee but as one fim- 
ple concupiſcence, whereas the Lord ſees 
every ſmalleſt particular in every ſeries. 
In a word, man cannot regenerate him- 
ſelf, that is, form in himſelf a new heart 
and a new ſpirit; the Lord alone can do 
this, who is himſelf the refſormer and 
-ll © regenerator. Wherefore if man defires 
to make himſelf anew by his own pru- 
dence and intelligence, it is only like 
covering a deformed face with paint, 
and beſmearing with ſoap a part affected 

with inward rottenneſs. 
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113. Therefore the Lord faith in 
Matthew, . Thou blind Pharifee, cleanſe 
firſt the inſide of the cup and platter, that 
the outſide may be clean alſo,” xxiii. 26; 
and in Ifaiah, * Waſh ye, make you 
clean, put away the evil of your doings 
From BEFORE MY EYEs, ceaſe to do evil:“ 
And then,“ though your ſins be as ſcarlet, 
they ſhall be white as ſnow ; though they 
be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool,” 
1. 16. 18. 


114. To what hath been ſaid above 
may be added, I. That chriſtian charity 
is for every one to diſcharge his duty 
faithfully in bis calling; for thus, if he 
ſhuns evils as fins, he daily doeth what 
18 good, and is himſelf his own particular 
uſe in the common body; thus alſo the 
common good is provided for, and that 
of each individual in particular. II. 
That other works are not properly works 
of charity, but are either it's ſigns, or 
benefits, or debts. 00 81 
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